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MY FIRST AUEST IS QUITE POSSIBLY PLATO'S WHOLE PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM WAS BUILT ON THE
THE MOST IMPORTANT THINKER OF ALL TIME! - 3 IDEA THAT THERE ARE THESE PURE, UNCHANAING, PERFECT
WHEN HE WASN'T BUSY DEFINING THE GROUND - IDEALS — OR FORMS — WHICH ONLY €XIST IN HEAVEN, OR THE
RULES OF PHILOSOPHY, Hes (x:)é's\j (?Err INVENTING A MIND OF THE PHILOSOPHER.
UTTLE THING CALLED | , WHICH 4ou o e
MIGHT HAVE HEARD OF. s\l | :
HE'S A THINKER § Y %19
So IMPORTANT, o
THEY JUST CALLED HIM 7 O =
"THE PHILOSOPHER" — > 7
THAT'S RIGHT, IT'S... .y .)] ' )
- ‘ i A b@@@: )
= iy &~ y
SO, FOR €XAMPLE, THERE 1 r@x;ggxégmcf JHS:? 1S Aﬁ
ARE LOTS OF TRIANALES ' OFY oF
IN THE WORLD AND NONE THE perFecT IDEA OF

"TRIANGLE", WHICH we CAN
OF THEM ARE PERFeCT. ONLY €VER SEE N OUR

THEYLL ALWAYS BE WONKY MINDS....

OR SKEWY IN SOME WAY...
.-"-"'-.
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AND IT'S THE SAME FOR WHICH, 'LL B€ HONEST,
ARISTOTLE, IN ANCIENT FOR SURE. AND THE ABSOLUTE | OTHER ABSTRACT IDEALS, LIKE ALWAYS STRUCK ME AS A
GREECE, PHILOSOPHY WAS TOP DOA WAS MY TEACHER, TRUTH OR JUSTICE OR BEAUTY; LoAD OF oLD COBBLERS.
PRETTY MUCH A PLATO. (AT LEAST UNTIL T THEY MIGHT NEVER BE

FULL-CONTACT SPORT, CAME ALONGD) PERFECT IN THIS WORLD, BUT
WITH Kew SCHOOLS AND THEY DO €XIST IN A PLACE

IDEAS ALL FIGHTING FOR 7
SUPREMACH. PLATC AR1? BEYOND HEAVEN..




INSTEAD OF THeSe SILLY
BRAIN GAMES, WHY CAN'T

THE WORLD'S NOT PERFECT;
IT'S WEIRD AND WONKY AND
DIRTY AND UALY AND THeRe e REAL ReASONS
MESSH. BUT THINGS HAPPEN WHY THINGS ARE THE wWAY
ForR REASONS. THeY ARe?

OK. HERE'S A BASIC QUESTION:
WHY DO SOME ANIMALS
HAVE NECKS, AND SOME NOT?

No/!
FISH DoN'T! NOR
DO ocToPUSES!

IF WE WANT TO
UNDERSTAND THINGS, We
CAN'T JUST THINK ABouUT
THeM. we HAve TO
STUDY THem.

T STARTED THINKING MAYBE
THERE'S SOMETHING THAT
CAUSES SoME ANIMALS TO
HAVE NECKS. NOT BECAUSE
IT'S BEAUTIFUL, OR
WHATEVER, BUT A REAL,
PHYSICAL CAUSE IN THE
ReEAL WORLD.

[ AND SO THAT'S €XACTLY WHAT
40U DID. 40U CONDUCTED
DETAILED DISSECTIONS ON ALL
SORTS OF ANIMALS, BIRDS
AND SEA CREATURES TO TRY
TO GET A CLEAR SENSE OF
THER SIMILARITIES AND
DIFFERENCES.

3,83

NO ONE €LSE AT PLATO'S
ACADEMY WAS DOING THAT!
THeY wWeRe TOO BUSH
THINKING ABOUT TRUTH
AND BEAUTY TO SPEND
THER TIME AUDDLING
ABOUT IN OCTOPUS AUTS/

_'-‘-.[' —

AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT

T HAVE A Feeling

I FOUND?

ALL AnmALS

YOU'RE AOING TO WITH NeCkS HAve

TELL ™e..

LUNAGS/

AND VICE

VERSA.

MAYBE LUNGS CAUSE
NECKS! OR NECKS CAUSE
LUNGS... HM...

SO, YOUR B4 IDEA IS
TO NOT JUST MAKE
UP STORIES, BUT TO
LOOK AT THINGS TO | )

€€ IF YOU'RE RIGHT? £ D

JUST S€eMS KINDA...
OBVIOUS...

TO YOV, MAYBE!
You've€ HAD 2,500
YEARS TO LeT USED
TO ITl T WAS THeE
FIRST PERSON ToO

~_ THINK LIke THIS!




HOLD ON, RO BACK A STEP.
wHenN You sa4 ALL

ANIMALS... HOW'D 4You KNow?
DID YOU DISSECT €VERY
ANIMAL THERE 1S/?

PRETTY CLOSE. ONE OF ™Y (
STUDENTS WENT ON TO

CONQUER MOST OF THe
WORLD AS ALEXANDER
THE A4REAT.

DID YOu... UH...
REMEMBER YOUR
HOMEWORK?

AND HE ALSO HELPED ME CONQUER THE WORLD OF KNOWLEDAE,
BY TAKING ALONG AN ARMY OF COLLECTORS WHO BROULHT BACK
AS MANY DIFFERENT PLANT AND ANIMAL SAMPLES AS THEY COULD

OOH! I'VE NEVER Se€en
THAT BeeTLE BEFORE,
HAve 4oul?

YeAH, ROOD TIMES,
LOOD TIMES...

YOUR OBSERVATIONS WERE
SO AMAZINGLY ACCURATE,
IT WAS THOUSANDS oF
YEARS BEFORE SCIENCE
CAUGHT vp!

YOUR THEORIES ABOUT
CUTTLEFISH REPRODUCTION,
FOR €XAMPLE, WEREN'T
CONFIRMED UNTIL 1999/
THAT'S A LoNG TIMe!

IN FACT, YOUR ReSULTS
WERE SO ROOD, THeY
ACTUALLY HELD SCIENCE
BACK FOR THOUSANDS
OF Y€ARS.

INSTEAD OF STUDMING THE
WORLD AROUND THeEM,
PEOPLE JUST TOOK YOUR

WHAT/? BUT THAT'S
EXACTLY wHAT T TOLD
THem NoT T1o0 DO/

AND T NeVER CLAMED
I'D ot EVERYTHINA

Like THE WHoLe
INSECTS-APPEARING-OUT-

T OBSERVED YOUNL INSECTS T
HATCHING ouT oF FRESH
PooP, even WHeN I'D Been
VERY CAREFUL 1O ™MAKe
SURE NO ADULT INSECTS HAD
LAID THEIR €AAS IN IT.




AH, BUT THERE COULD
HAVE BeeN €anS ALReADM
IN THE POOPING ANIMAL'S
DIGESTIVE TRACT!

THE TRUE STORY WASN'T
DISCOVERED UNTIL

MARIA SIBYLLA MERIAN
IN THE 17TH CenTury/

8AH. DIDN'T THINK
BUT Hey,

DON'T WORRY. WE
CAVGHT uUp

€evenTuALLY!

AND TODAY YOU'RE REVERED, NOT JUST AS THE FATHER
OF SCIeENCe, BUT ALSO LoalC, €THICS, POUITICAL THEORM,
PHILOSOPHY AND €VEN WRITING!

CEZTT VT

"Av‘yh Y UJHOP(.
2o\ NICE Pecs/

HOLLYWOOD SCRIPTWRITERS STUDY YOUR Book oN DRAMA Like IT
wAS THE BIBLE FOR TIPS ON HOW TO STRUCTURE THE STORIES OF
THER ™Movies/

HM... WHAT
DID ARISTOTLE

JUST THE DRAMA? WHAT
ABOUT MY BOOK ON
COMEDY?

NOT ALL OF YOUR
WRITINGS SURVIVED —IT
WAS A LONG TIME ARO,

AFTER ALL...

BUT SINCE YOU'RE HeRe, You
DON'T HAVE A FUNNY ENDING,
BY ANY CHANCE...?

Hey, IT'S
YouR comic...




ScHool ot LIKE

WE'VE MOSTLY BEEN TALKING ACTUALLY, BACK
ABOUT YOUR CRUCIAL I| THENn we DIDNT
CONTRBUTIONS TO SCIENCE, REALLY Se€
BUT 4YouUR PHILOSOPHY 15 MUCH OF A

VA
AND KNOWING HoWw uﬂ]s
ALSO PRETTY COOL. DIFFERENCE...
: o

To LIVE ARe JUST ﬂ
TWO SIDES OF THE ",4 7
B, SAME QUEST FOR L4 ,
7. -‘—f?g WISE MEN SPEAK
— "‘ WHEN THEY HAveE
SOMeETHING TO SAY,
. o

B / e =
=2 i

KNOWING HOW THE ,;‘
WORLD WoRKS ‘]

i ]
A 20 Bl FooLs weax Bechuse
- R P WO THEY HAVE TO SAY
SO HeRE ARE S chose who \ T, SOMETHNA
JUST A Few LITTLE Y kiou me RS
WISDOM - NUGGETS FROM , Do.
THoSE THAT

THE ARSTOTLE SCHool
= oF LIFE.

UNDERSTAND,
> TEACH.

THE SECReT
TO HUMOUR IS

IN ALL THINGS OF

NATURE THERE IS

SOMETHING OF THe

MARVELLOUS.
1, Se
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THE ™MORe 4ou
KNOW, THE MORe
4YOU KNOW YOU

WwE ARE WHAT
we REPEATEDLY
Do. excellence,
THEN, IS NOT AN
ACT, BUT A

"\}-

_ e
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g~ n
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NO AREAT LENIUS
HAS €VER €XISTED
85\ WITHOUT SOME TOUCH Jo

: YOURSELF 1§ THe
W\ Beanning oF ALL
WISDoM.

- 1 SO MY SCHOOL OF PHILOSOPHY BECAME KNOWN AS
THE PERIPATETIC SCHoolL, FRoM THE GReex

WORD FOR WALKINA AROUND.

= T T Y
.‘”‘“,&'V"/ @\#* \{1.



MY NEXT AUEST IS NONE
OTHER THAN THE ™MAN WHO
SURMOUNTED SLAVERY TO

STRke TERROR InTO
THE HEART OF THe
RoMAN EMPIRE.

IT'S THe REBEL
WITHouT AN ESCAPE
CLAUSE, THe HARD
CASE FRoM
THRACE...

SPARTACUS, YOUR FReEEDOM
FIGHT AGAINST THe OK, LET ME €XPLAIN
UNDEFEATED MIGHT OF ROME TO YoU How TOoTALLY
Beaan N ALADIATOR NoT Awesome
SCHoolL. WHICH, 40U ™MUST . IT WAS...

ADMIT, SOUNDS TOTALLY

AWESOME ...

ALADIATORS WERE IMPRISONED
SLAVES, FORCED TO FIGHT
ONE ANOTHER LIKE ANIMALS
FOR THE ROMANS'
ENTERTAINMENT.

THe "SCHooL" WAS A PR'SO?
WHERE THeY TRAINED US
ANIMALS TO KILL OR B€
KILLED.

_—

(€

BUT T wAS NOT AN
ANMAL. T WAS A MAN. SO
WHEN THE CHANCE TO
€SCAPE CAME, T TOOK IT.

T STARTED A RIOT THAT
KILLED OUR TJAILERS, AND
we MADE A RUN FOR IT.

ONCE OUTSIDE, We FOUND A
CART FULL OF ALADIATOR
WEAPONS...

THAT'S
MORE
Like 1!

...AND THeN, WHeN A GROUP )
OF SOLDIERS TRED TO
RECAPTURE US, WE BEAT
THeEM AND TOOK THER
WEAPONS, TOO.




f'we €SCAPED TO NEARBY

MOUNT VESUVIUS, An

THERE WAS ONLY ONE
PATH UP AMIDST ITS

ACTIVE VOLCANO. SHEER CLIFFS, SO WHILE
WE STAYED THERE, WE
WERE SAFE.

BUT THE ROMANS KNEW WED HAVE TO COME DOWN FOR FOOD,
SO THev TRED TO STARVE uS oOuT.

BUT T FOUND ANOTHER WAY. WE CUT DOWN VINES AND ™MADE
RoPE LADDERS...

T Have
NO I1DeA
WHAT
THAT 1S

e
NINTAS!

' THEN CLIMBED DOWN THE STeep
VOLCANO AND KILLED
THE ROMANS WHILE THeY SLepT.

[ 4OU RAMPAGED UP AND DOWN ITALY, DEFEATING ROMANS,
PLUNDERING FARMS AND FREEING SLAVES, TRAINING THEM
TO FIGHT BY YOUR SIDe. 7

AND 4YOU WON VICTORY
AFTER VICTORY AGAINST
€EVERY ARMY ROME SENT
AGAINST YOU.

FROM YOUR INITIAL BAND
OF JUST B0 ALADIATORS,
YOUR ARMY GREW TO
over 100,000.




IT SEEMED THAT
YOU WERE
INVINCIBLE!

YeS... BUT
THAT WAS
THE PROBLEM.

MY QUMS STARTED THINKING
we ReALLY WERE
INVINCIBLE, SO THeY
REFUSED TO €SCAPE ACROSS
THE ALPS TO SAFETY.

AND THE ROMANS WeRe So
TERRIFIED oF US, THeY
SENT IN ONE OF THeEIR
BEST AENERALS...

MARCUS CRASSUS, A ™MAN
SO RUTHLESS HIS OWN MEN
WERE AFRAID OF HM.

IF THEY LOST A BATTLE OR
RAN AWAY, HE HAD THemM
DECIMATED.

RANDOM 1 N everv 10
SOLDIERS €XeCUTED.

WITH HIS MEN INSPIRED BY
FEAR, CRASSUS STARTED
WINNING BATTLES, AND WE
STARTED LOSINA.

T TRED TO ARRANGE FOR
SOME PIRATES TO SHIP US
OUT OF ITALY, PAYING THEM
WITH TREASURE wWe'D
PLUNDERED FROM THE
ROMANS' FARMS.

| BUT THEY BETRAYED VS,
TOOK THE ™MONEY, AND JUST
SAILED AWAY...

OH, CoME On.
How DID You
NOT S€€ THAT
COMING?

WITH NO WAY OUT AND MASSIVE ROMAN REINFORCEMENTS
EXPECTED ANY DAY, THERE WAS NOTHING FOR IT BUT A

FINAL DESPERATE BATTLE.

\\'/ ‘T@ N 7\ E.
> \‘,— | J "‘( c‘ﬁ !',7"‘
=SV el

T TRED TO FILHT MY wWAY
TO CRASSUS.

YOU'RE Lo
DOWN, SUCKA!

BUT IN THE €ND, T 4/OT
SURROUNDED, SEPARATED
FROM MY ™MEN, AND
SPEARED THROUAH THE Léa.




T FOUGHT ON TO THE LAST, BUT IT WAS HOPELESS...

YOUR REBELLION WAS BRUTALLY SUPPRESSED,

WITH MOST OF THE SLAVES BeINa
SLAUGHTERED ON THE BATTLEFIELD.

SO DONT
LET ANY

BUT ALTHOUAH THe
REBELLION FAILED, N
ANOTHER wAY, 4YOU
SUCCeeDeED. YOUR
UNBREAKABLE
DETERMINATION TO WIN
FREEDOM AT ANY COST

HAS BEeEN AN INSPIRATION
THROUGHOUT THE AKES.

SO THAT, WHEREVER PeoPLE
SUFFER UNDER THe

OPPRESSION OF TYRANNY, THEY
CAN DRAW ON YOUR EXAMPLE,
TO STAND TALL AND SAY
WITH PRIDE...

SPARTACUS!"

YeAH.
I'D STILL
RATHER HAVE
SURVIVED....



