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INTRODUCTION

I love history and | believe it is important learn about the past in order to help

. us understand our selves. As a young African girl growing up in Italy, | often felt

i \\Vq disconnected from what | was taught in History lessons — Africa only featured three
0\\': times: ancient Egypt, slavery and colonization.

n Once | moved to the UK as a teenager | learnt more during Black History Month

about some African American history, slavery and the Civil Rights movement there

and in the UK.
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But what was happening in Africa itself?
/’_\ Through some research, | discovered the numerous and magnificent civilizations
@ which developed in Africa over the centuries and | was amazed to find out that

| women actually played a massive role in shaping and ruling these kingdoms. But
= f apart from Queen Cleopatra, nobody | asked knew the name of an African queen!
This book shines a light on women from all over Africa, throughout history who

@ made a huge impact in their communities both before Europeans began to settle,
or colonize, the continent and during their time of colonial control. Many inspiring

Africans worked to take back control of their lands. These women were powerful

leaders, thinkers, warriors and protectors who did not let anything stop them from
fighting for what they believed in.

Women and girls all over the world are often looked down upon and seen as
weak or not valuable, this is especially true in some African communities. | hope that
reading these stories inspires and encourages girls all over the world to believe in
themselves and let their inner QUEEN shine.
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Her ships sailed down the
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myrrh trees and cattle.

A GREAT PHARAOH BUILDS!

During the years Hatshepsut reigned,
Egypt grew very rich. The queen used
some of this wealth to build great
temples. Her most famous building is
the huge Temple of Deir el-Bahri, which
was decorated with scenes from the

expedition to Punt. When she died, her
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successors tried to rub out the memory
of Hatshepsut - perhaps they did not like
it that a woman had ruled so well. But
archaeologists have helped us rediscover
the great pharaoh queen, her successful
rule and impressive buildings, many of

which still stand today.
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NOW | CAN WALK OVER MY ENEMY!

Amanirenas knew the Romans were sure to invade her
wealthy kingdom soon. She took a bold decision - to
attack their armies in Egypt before they attacked her.
The Kushite army fought hard. They captured the
Roman-held cities of Syene, Elephantine and Philae.

To show her power, she beheaded a statue of
Augustus Caesar, the Roman emperor at the

time. It was buried under a Kushite temple. The _ G
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- Amanirenas was the leader of the Kingdom
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~" FEED THEM
-~ To THE LIONS!

The Romans were furious

of Kush, a country grown rich by trading

with Egypt to its north. Her people called
Amanirenas “Kandake”, their word for

gueen. Like other warrior Kandake before and sent an army to invade Kush.

her, she was an expert fighter. She was They destroyed one of their cities

loved by her people, ruling them on her o WRREC |, 7 /A - e —— and sold the Kushite captives as
E (|l - ' '- slaves, but Amanirenas refused to
3

ownh after her husband died.
e | surrender. She fought back fiercely.

N @ 3 After three years of fighting, the
T ¢ Emperor Augustus and Amanirenas

| made peace - on the Queen's terms.
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Augustus did not ask for any
tribute gifts and the Roman

Some legends armies left Kush. It was a deal

say that she
used war
elephants
to attack

the Roman
soldiers.

that would last for centuries.

Brave Queen Amanirenas

had taken on the Romans —

and won.
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WE LEAVE FLOWERS For THE QUEEN. >

The Queen had a grandson. Arawelo did not want this
boy to take over from her but many others did.
Arawelo was killed. Today, men tell terrible
tales of her cruelty, but women tell
! another story. They pass the place
L=, where she is thought be
- , buried and leave flowers.
They remember a queen
£ ‘ Q‘_P*-T-—ﬂ who fought for women'’s

e

X ity anaheiiledlh
,7_‘ .. equality and who ruled her
AN P people in peace.




