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1

A 
Fox, very hungry, chanced to come into a vineyard where there 

hung branches of charming ripe grapes; but nailed up to a 

trellis so high that he leaped till he quite tired himself, without 

being able to reach one of them. At last says he:

“Let who will take them; they are but green and sour, so I'll even let  

them alone.”

The Fox and  
the Grapes

Do not pretend to 
despise what you 

cannot obtain.
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34

A 
dispute once arose betwixt the North-wind and the Sun, about 

the superiority of their power; and they agreed to try their 

strength upon a Traveller, which should be able to get his cloak 

off first. The North-wind began, and blew a very cold blast, 

accompanied with a sharp driving shower. But this, and whatever else he 

could do, instead of making the man quit his cloak, obliged him to gird it 

about his body as close as possible.

Next came the Sun, who, breaking out from a thick watery cloud, drove 

away the cold vapours from the sky, and darted his warm sultry beams upon 

the head of the poor weather-beaten Traveller. The Man, growing faint with 

the heat, and unable to endure it any longer, first threw off his heavy cloak, 

and then hurried for protection to the shade of a neighbouring grove.

Persuasion is better 
than force.

The Wind and the Sun
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43

A 
Hare insulted a Tortoise upon account of his slowness, and 

vainly boasted of his own great speed in running.

“Let us make a match,” replied the Tortoise. “I’ll run with 

you five miles for five pounds, and the Fox yonder shall be the 

umpire of the race.” 

The Hare agreed, and away they both started together. But the Hare, by 

reason of his exceeding swiftness, outran the Tortoise to such a degree that 

he made a jest of the matter, and finding himself a little tired, squatted in a 

tuft of fern that grew by the way and took a nap; thinking, that if the Tortoise 

went by, he could at any time catch him up with all the ease imaginable. 

In the meanwhile the Tortoise came jogging on with a slow but continued 

motion, and the Hare, out of a too great security and confidence of victory, 

oversleeping himself, the Tortoise arrived at the end of the race first.

The Hare and 
the Tortoise

Keeping on wins the race.
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55

Those who tell lies find it 
hard to be believed when they 

tell the truth.

An imposter sometimes 
overacts his part.

A 
certain Shepherd’s boy who kept Sheep upon a common, in 

sport and wantonness would often cry out: “The Wolf, the 

Wolf!” By this means he several times drew the Farmers in 

an adjoining field from their work, who, finding themselves 

deluded, resolved for the future to take no notice of his alarm. Soon after the 

Wolf came indeed. The boy cried out in earnest. But no heed being given to 

his cries, the Sheep were devoured by the Wolf.

A 
Jackdaw, observing that the Pigeons in a certain dovecot lived 

well and wanted for nothing, whitewashed his feathers, and, 

endeavouring to look as much like a Dove as he could, went 

and lived among them. The Pigeons, not distinguishing him as 

long as he kept silent, forbore to give him any disturbance. But at last he forgot 

his character and began to chatter, by which the Pigeons, discovering what he 

was, flew upon him and beat him away from the meat, so that he was obliged 

to fly back to the Jackdaws again. They, not knowing him in his discoloured 

feathers, drove him away likewise, so that he who had endeavoured to be 

more than he had a right to, was not permitted to be anything at all.

The Boy 
Who Cried Wolf

The Jackdaw 
and the Pigeons
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