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fter several bids in the past, the Olympic Games

comes to the world’s most populous country in 2008.
The People’s Republic of China is home to over 1,300
million people. Beijing, its capital city, will host the third

summer Olympics to be held in Asia.

China entered the Olympics in 1984 for the first time since 1932,
Pistol shooter Xu Haifeng became China’s first ever gold medallist at
the 1984 Olympics, The country’s Olympians have added many golds

since, including the women's doubles in tennis. In table tenms, it 15
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diels, some according 1o a report
Who wants to be an Olympian? Well, millions appears to be Chinese dishes are in the UK's the limes
the arswer, judaging by the response of Chinese peaple to a surprising. o make newspaper. Chinesg
reality show, China Olympic Coxswaln Compeltition. Designed sure that food doesn’l Olympic officials aren’l
1o pick the coxswams who will compete in the eights evenls ‘upset’ foreign visitors, leaving anything to
in rowing at the Olympics, one lucky man and one lucky same ilems are being chance, Fond destined
woman will be picked out ol a reported 10 million applications removed lrom Beiljing for athletes’ plates,

restaurants belore the including milk, salad
An BD-year-old woman, Shang Suyun, spent over two years games, including and '-""|':"J“”“]'*. is to
embroidering 2,008 butterflies on 10 a 26.7m long piece o snake, shark’s fin be tested 24 hours
tloth as a gift to the Olympics, Having never been 1o school, and bear’s paw before. on white mice
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An English lanquage campaign in Beljing

Over 350,000 Chinese pL"ﬂ[JlE have applied 1o be ”lf'”'i"l' involves teaching 300 English words and
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deljing 2008 Olytnpie stadium bewnag built

The games and events A
Eight is a lucky number in Ching, symbolising prospernty. The opening ceremony
will starl ol B.0B am on 8 August

(the elghth month of the year), 2008

O T1he Beijing games will include a number —-—

ol new events. Team events replace the doubles i"\.a \ .
i Labie tennis, while gruelling long-distance | |
swimming events over 4 10km distance make their

debut. Women will also compete in the 3,000m
steeplechase Tor the Hist time

i

BMX cycling will be a medal spartin 2008 Seeing as China is
the world’s biggest bicycle maker and there e some
470 million bicycles in the country, it should be papular

O Ihe Beljing games will have five mascots known
a5 fuwa. Four signily popular Chingse creatures - fish,
panda, swallow and Tibetan antelope. The lifth
symbolises the Olympic Hlame. When their names are
sald logether - Bei Jing Huan Ying Ni - they say
‘Weltome 1o Beijing” in Chinese

teing 2008

Olympic mascots

China’s Kong
" Lnghui on his
way 1o the 1able

tennis gold
medal in Sydney

The Dlympic (ings
lor Beljing 2008
- being tompleted FA
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Venues and the Village L oF

China sent o dedicated

satellite into space in

there are 31 different venues being used lor the Clympics In
Heljing. Many, including the 91,000-seal National Stadium, are

clustered around an area of parkland called the olympic December 2006 to
Green. The equestnian evenis will be held in Hang Kandg, provide accurale
weather lorecasts

Apart fram building all the nesy stadia and faglities, Beijing s for the Olympics.
improving its transport system, which had [our trin lines and Ihete are plans 1o
64 stations. The upgrade will Ml seven new lings and an amazing launch two Turthet
BO new statians, and is due (G open i{ﬂl-_lﬂfqi'!‘ the games satellites in 2007

_ dedicated to beaming
the Olymple Village will house 16,000 @lympians and officials radio and television
during the games in 20 ning-floor BUtings and 26 six-lloor signals of the
buildings. The Village will intlude swimming pools, tennis and Olympic Games
basketball courts, recreation centres and a library. all round the world,
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ithout athletes to compete in all the
different events, the Olympics would
be nothing. Over the vears, there have been

some amazing performances from athletes
young and old, tall and small.

Great performances

G Finland's Paavo Nurmi won an astonishing nine qold and

s tver medals i middle- and long-drstands

unming ( 1920-1528). In 1924, he managed 1o .

win both the 1.500m and the 5 000m even 3
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| ] (e held within an Hossein Resaradeh lrom lran competing
hour and a hall of each other il the Sydney Olympits in 2000

€N At Athens, 2004, heavywelght
sy  weightlifter Hossein'Rezazadeh broke
the world record by Ifting o
stagaenng 261,.5kg on his way 1o
his second gold medal ina row

American Ed Moses won the olympic

400m hurdles at both the 1976 and

1784 Olympics. He would probably

have won in 1980 too, but the USA

boycotied the games. For 122 races |
A row, aver almaost ten years, *
Moses was never bealen!

Fomanian rower Elisabeta |
Lipa-Oleniuc just could not
keep away lrom the Olympics |
She atlended Si
Olympics, winning
' medal every 't:!gj_

Faavts Nutmi 8 Al the 2004
(157} 4t games, al
Arrviterdam, age of 39, § e |
o won her fifth

qold, adding to-
her two silvers and

Young and old

Dimitrios Loyndras i It'hr;- *_munrjqjat Known Dlympian (see p. 13) but
mystery still suifounts an unknown French h-i‘.ﬂ‘., Al the Pans games
in 1900, he_ replaced the.cox ol the Dutch ”!’-'Jll'lglhn.n st before
the [ idal an[_f won, It is tought e was under 10 years old

Ninely-two years later, Enrlm}rhnl was the tox in the
Spamshy rolving elght st Bafceldna, He was just 17 ypars old

Plaformidiver Alleen Riggin fromrthedisa wnu.ﬁpf'ull al th
192(igames'at the age of 14, She Welghed it 29kq. She
was anOlympitchampion for 82 years, gyl at the age ol 96

aviedens Oscar Swahnvisthesoldest olympian, winning silver
gt shooting in 1920, at the age of 72 years and 240 tdays. He 15
also the oldest qold medallist, winning in 1912 at 64 years old

During trials for the 1960 Olympics, the Hungarian lencing
commitlee lgld the six limes l.’l|‘;ll|[j|r gold medallist Alada
Gerevichi lhal he was too old to compete. He challenged the
sabire leam 1o individual matches and won them all. He was
then selected for the Olympics and won his seventh gold medal

Failed but fabulous

Al the Athens Olympics in 1896,
Stamal) Revithi lrom Greece
tried to enter the marathon
butl was nol allowed because
she was a.woman, Undeterred,
she completed the course

by herself the {ollowing day

Canadian Lawience Lemieyx
was In second place in the
Firin class sailing in 1988
when he stopped to rescue
a yachtsman [rom Singapore
whose boat had sunk: Lermieux
eventually came home in

215t place, but he was
awarded a special 10C
medal lor his sportsmanship.

Asimilar occurrence happened
al the 1964 Olympics in Tokyo.
swedish yachtsmen Stig Lennart
all and Lags Gunnar Kall
stopped 10 rescue wo Sailors
wehose hoat sd sunk, and thus
missed out on a medal

A time limit for wrestling
bouts in the Dlympics was
not sel until the 1924 (ames,
sortherawere some long
bouts! The semifnal of the

1912 competition in Stackholm,

between Estonian Madtin Klein
Aid Einnish Alfred Asikdinen,
lasted lor a whopping 11 hows,
40 milnutes. The winner, Klein,
wa' too exhausted to
compete in the final and had
fo be tontgnt with silver

At the 1988 games in Seoul,
Brazil finishied fifth in the
basketball compelition, but
one ol their players, Dscai
schimidt, was the star of
the tournament. He scored
a record 55 paints in'a angle
game versus Spain, averaged
more than 42 poims every
game and bolds the record
carecr Olympics points
total ol 1,093

. because he was eating a hamburger

Faca Wollgramm lights a lame with the Olymipic
torch durning its journey through Oceania in 2000

Heavy hitters [ 3)

€Y Paea Wollgramm won Tonga's first ever
medal in 1996 in Atlanta, when he gained a
silver in the super heavyweight boxing, Paea
weighed a helty 141kg, and atter his win he
iqnored a phone call Irom Tonga’s king

American wrestler Chiis Taylor won a bronze
al the 1972 Munich Olympics, Al 187kqg he was
the heaviest ever Olympian at that hime,
bhut he died ol a hean attack aged just 29

laylot's weighty record was edlipsed by
massive Spanish judoka (judo competitor)
Aytami Ruano, who appeated at the 2004

games. Ruana, wha lists ene ol his hobbies
as cheese, lopped the scales at a huge
198kq - that's almost eight Olga Korbuts!



