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now had begun to fall on Christmas Eve. During the
night, the snowflakes grew bigger by the hour and

on Christmas morning, snow was falling, snow on

snow, until you could no ]nngrr hear the Hmlzilrru;
'
of people passing in the streer. Sleighs had replaced wheeled
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the [mkling of the horses' harness.

Fritz and Clara were not allowed mnto the big room until
everything was ready. They had to stay in the kitchen, trymg
to guess who was coming and going, and what their presents
would be. From their parents, Fritz was hoping for a squadron
Hf- |II.I*~.~1.H'=- [0) .|-.|ti L) hlﬂ J['Ill_'_.' le [H:r Sl rlLlll'r':-. .H'IL{ A Wil}' f_u,t; Lo
jomn his animals, Clara had set her hearr on a new dress for her
favourite doll, but what migh they receive from their godfather,
Dr Drosselmerer? He was a clockmaker by wade and when one
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workings with long, pomted mstruments, until the clock would
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kindly, and alw ays made them ingenious mechanieal toys,




hen it was quite dark, the doors to the big room
were Hung open and the children rushed into a

wonderland., There stood a Chnistmas tree alive

with ”h‘krring candles, with 20 d and silver apples
hanging from the branches, as well as brightly wrapped sweets
and hittle gingerbread men with red collars and smiles. Clara soon
spotted a new doll and a beauriful silk seriped dress, which she
wanted to try on straight away. Fritz, after galloping four times
round the table, found his new hussars as well as the wily fox.

When they had calmed down a little, their godfather whipped
dway i cloth to reveal a Ill.lplli[iﬂ'l‘ll castle with gnlmfrll LLIFTCLS,
['hrough the windows they could see ladies in feathered hats
dancing with gentlemen in long cloaks, doorways in which figures
appeared for a moment then vanished, and rooms with children
51|;|j.'11|u, I:!'II..-" wanted ro o 1||.-|u[r [hr |'.l’-.lh'. Inm fnn Etmil'.ll]n-r ‘,.ml
he was much too big and this made Fritz rather grumpy,

I’H"-It{t' I]H‘ {:lll'i‘1|lll.lh tree, Clara SPort d a lictle iil-l:lll‘t' Wl'lll
an over-large head. He was dressed in an hussar's jacket with
gnhi IIHIIHH‘-. ‘-.]llllj,.' ir.llln'l' IHIIII s and Al nt[tflnnl-:nlﬂ 1'.“nudrn
rIlLI|-'. '-'.'h"l’.ll!:.l L II!I ]'II."- I‘.I-.:]f..

For ( .I.'ll'.l. it was love at hrst Hi;.__’lllt.

“To whom does he belong?” she asked curiously,

"He is Godfather Drosselmeier's gift for both of you,” replied

her father, "His name 15 Nutcracker and that 15 what he does”






ather lifted Nuterackers cloak, the large  mouth
opening wide to reveal two rows of sharp teeth, He
put in a hazelnut and CRACK! it broke open. The
children both wanted to try, but as Fritz took his
turn he insisted on choosing larger and larger, and harder and
harder, nuts, until suddenly Nutcracker's jaw dropped loose and
three Lictle teeth fell to the floor,

“What have you done, Fritz, you cruel brother!” cried Clara,
as she pulled the wounded Nutcracker out of his hands. She
picked up the three teeth, bound up his jaw and clasped the poor
creature in her arms. Fritz shrugged his shoulders and galloped
away o hunt the fox.

Later that Christmas night, when the party was over and
bedtime approached, Clara asked her mother if she could stay
downstairs a lirtle longer. Her mother agreed. Clara’s dolls were
I{t‘],‘![ on the lowest shelf of a Lu’gu: :,_:I;t‘-.h-fl.l‘ﬂll[t‘l.i cabinet in the
big room. Fritz's soldiers and their barracks were on the next
shelt and on the top shelves lived their godfather’s wonderful toy
creations, considered oo precious for everyday play. When she
was alone, Clara carefully placed the wounded Nuteracker in her
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she heard a strange whispering that grew louder and louder. A
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Suddenly the g:}hh'n owl on top of the clock sprang o life:

lll"'*L"”I.Hg Its W’jllgh IIHCI :-f“'t‘.’ll"“l'ik__" [h'l.‘l'l’l dCIOSS I’]'IL' L']H'l:k f:’h.'i.‘. i

hl'l_ll.'l( Ot i[!‘i Ill_‘.‘l]\'. .ll'll.'l L”;'l”l.‘d:

“Strike away, oh Mouse King_':. clock!”

And the clock struck t11iJnig|1L

Clara was breathless with terror and the more so when she saw

thar instead of the owl on top of the clock, there sat Godfather

Drosselmeier, his cloak spread out like the owl’s wings. She could
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not enough, a monstrous motse king with seven heads, each one

wmr'mg o ~-h,l_'l:lluhh'l?l clrown, l'll'ﬂl(l,' thnmuh [I'IL' Ilnnl'.

As Clara warched, she heard murmurings from the toy cabinet.

Iritz’s hussars were clambering out of their boxes and leaping to

the Hoor. All of a sudden, Nutcracker rose from his bed and. in
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“Will youl Ifght these mice? Will youl follow me?"” he called

Outl to ll'u' lI'HHIH.
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“Then beat the drums!” shouted Nuteracker.

T'he soldiers formed ranks and the attack began,
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