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Mr Darwin's nets and trawls are
everywhere, hanging over the side of the
ship, He spends hours poring aver his
books, staring through his microscope,
and making reams of notes, but something
happened this alternoon thar brought him
up on deck in a hurry, We came across a
shoal ol porpoises. There were hundreds
of them leaping over the waves, olten
jumping clean our of the water. There
were times when you would think they
could fly. They entertained us lor many
minures, criss-crossing the sea in from

of the bow, We were disappointed

when they finally let us be,

T}.‘;El"l!' Wal tome excitement 'I-'Ir'hl.'“

we arrived in the harbour of Buenos

Alres. A j;umi :h.ip fired on us,
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This was a sign of things to come. When
we reached Bahis Blanca, we discovered
that there was a lot ol fighting berween
the Indians and an Argentine peneral,

a ruthless man called de Rosas, It seems
his army is sct on exterminating the
Indians. It is said they are even |.'I1'|:l.1r-'1!
[ MASSACTNE Wiaolmeny i g lr]li ]J!IHIII

Wiar or no war, Mr Darwin 1s continuing
his studies ol the |.4||||, the |'|JHI1- and the
animals of South America. He has been
very [ascinated by the local ostrch, the
rhea. The horsemen, or gauchos, carch
these Hiuhl!r-. s birds |!-:.r ﬂill;'_iuu two balls
held by threads. Mr Darwin had a go

at the bolas, as it 15 called. He swung it
round his head just as he had seen the
gauchos do. Unfortunately, he hadn't got
the hang of the contraption and managed
to trip his own horse in the process!

The gauchos roared with laughter,

They said they had seen men carch all
kinds of animals, bur nobody had ever
caught himsell belore. The incident was
embarrassing, but it didn’t put Mr Darwin
ofl bunting. The ship’s crew have dined on
fresh tuna, turtle, shark and barracuda. We
have also eaten deer, ostnch and armadillo,
Sometimes | think Mr Darwin prelers

eating nature to telling its story!
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: rit"' * One of the lirst land creatures we came
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Ak - across was the seagoing iguana, This

. F ;_@;umrr. swarms in its hundreds over the

o rocks. The iguana is very tame. It will

.. : ':'Lf'ef - put up with being prodded and poked.

. 'I"'--"."- ~ Mr Darwin even picked one of them up,
e swung it round his head and threw it into
a rock pool. It just picked iself up again
and waddled back to where it had been
lying, settling itsell back down as if
nothing had happened. Mr Darwin threw
% it back into the rock pool. When the
bt 1 ‘creature returned a third time, he repeated
| the operation. Once more, the iguana
Jﬂﬂddul back to its place. Mr Darwin
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concluded that, whereas European hzards
have learned ro fear man, these iguanas
have failed to develop that hereditary
instinct themselves. The iguana saw the

side of the rock pool as a sale sanctuary

50 it kept returning to it, even though i

Mr Darwin insisted on dumping it back |

in the pool. I am not sure Captain Fitzroy
would agree with Mr Darwin's theory. He
seems to distrust radical, new ideas, Bui
Mr Darwin doesn’t seem to have made his
mind up firmly about his view of life on
these 1slands, so I don't think there will
be any major arguments such as there

were early in our voyage abour slavery.

Some while later we came across the

island’s biggest inhabitants, the huge

Galapagos tortoises. We had been rrudging

through the weedy vegetation when we
came across a kind of path between the
cinders and the cacti, Turning up one

of these paths, we finally mer a pair of
tortoises face to face. They must have
weighed at least two hundred pounds
cach, To hungry sailors that means two
hundred pounds of mear, of course. Many
ol these tortoises do end up in the por,
but not the pair we encountered that
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particular day. We were more m:n‘utgﬂ, : ',.-T' .'
in them as living creatures. As we 1‘—L
approached, one w:lﬂﬂ.ﬂgl;m &
The other gave a grumpy hiss an
away, Imtdn:lmgulbukhu;!ﬁﬁﬁ A
the tortoise didn’t seem at all conces ned *'_-:'1' '. -

or even aware that | was perched ¢ r-iT-1 2
I-I'I-E". | was unable tﬂ'hlhw.lﬂr‘ .F'-"I_I ji:l
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ended up lpnwlﬂlmm*'
heap justas [ had. 3



