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SEPTEMBER

Monday

T guess Mom was. ?mﬂ)/, Proud.,,mﬂhacsel{. for

makinsw,mgm, write in_that Journal last year, _because.

naw...s}:se.. .weh-twdh&,bmls}ﬁ me ahn+!-\er ohe

But remember how T said that if some. d’er,k,
mus}ﬁ_me‘_mrryin& a book Mﬂ:‘i‘.dinnf,‘woh":tbfmw

cover, 'H:ey-. wﬂteﬁﬁonm\_azi‘:themwrpn&iém?_
Well, :H-.sn:t’s.__‘.emr.:tly.. wha+t \\n\:?e_he& ,:ho&ny.,_ o

SISSY!). et

S1ssvY) 7 o
RN
@‘%H N
G | W
(MY _BROTHER RODRICK)
Now. that Rodrick knows T have another doumal,

T better remember to keep fl'\\is,.,one__.ldcke&_.u?, o
Rodrick Ac‘l‘uauyveoig‘mw.l_ASI_joumnl a
few weeks back, and it was a disaster. But dont
even sth“..‘mep..s:tnrrl'ecl on THAT s+or7/.




was. ?re:l-rf lousy

Our Faml)z didnt go. nhyw}\ere or do an)r-l-hms
fun, and thats Dad’s fault. Dad m&e.m&dmu
+he swim :i.'e.am.,,.o.smh,u and_he_wanted to_make sure
:C d;dh} miSs uh’\’f meets +¥\ic yenr

SI-IIVERING

A\ BRANDON! /

Dad’s got this idea that T'm destined +o be a
great swimmer or someﬂ'-\ing-, _So ...%cha:t.'s.._.wh?t.-}\em

mqkes,,medoih ‘H\g +eam P\IPI’}I ST e .
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A:Lm?k{ufs:t Swim _meet a. cou\)if.o{ -years.ago, ...
Dad_told_me that when the umPu’e shot off. ﬂ\e.m
starter. P:s+o] T was su??osed +o_dive in.and

start (wirnrm'hs

But what he DIDNT +ell me was +hat the starter
3uh..ohl>z»1fir9-:l BLANKS

So T was a whole lot more worried about where the.
bulle:l:ms_sanmﬂldhé;«d’han".]: was nbou:tae:ttihs. .

myself 1o the other end of the pool




Even after Dad explained the whole “starter
?isri'ol,", concept to me,. T was still the worst_ .

Swimmer_on +}\_g team

But T did end vp winning “Most Tmproved” at
+he. .awardsdbnhque-tmnt:i-he,,, end of the summer.
That's onl - because there was a ten-minute
&if-(erzhceu.»beftweeh,,my,,,firstrnce and my last one.

So ,v«l.v..auess. .;Dndk_sﬂiuﬁwniﬂ-insw‘for&meioﬁuu%_‘
4o mPL-?od'.eh-i'inL,, e

Thoalot o£.wn7/.s.,.. being ,oh,.,-l'}\e.._swim,:l-eqriuwqu ,
worse than being in middle school. .

First of all, ..'we had +o ..{Je._.ad',:t\!\e"?oo|, by 730
every. morhing,,. and the water. ﬁwas,,,alwaysw.a.,v,,w,

FREEZING cold
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And,_second of all, we were all_crammed into two..
Jaminlmy&hn&mebo&y oh "7 +ail -b:fm&
.:l.'a_»sr:i' round me.

The reason.we had 1o use two lanes was becauvse
Swim. ..P.ra.cﬂ'ine,, was at the _same_+time_as_the Water .

Jazz class

'an‘l'uully 4ried to_convince Dad 4o let me do
Water Jazz instead of swim team, bu:tJaLuouHh:L

So-for Fe
eomEon, O\

i g;s&é%rag}
iH A ) .




This was the first summer +he coach let ustys }
wear. Swimming. trunks_ instead of those Sklm 7
racing. trunks. But Mom said Rodrick’s. }mhd—me- .
down. Jla:th%&wim:& Farfzc:tlf fineo

_YOUR _FRIENDS & .
WILL BE
A TEALOUS
BECAUSE

Afflfe.ruswimﬁ?mdice,wgodrick‘wwl&?i:.Lmz;w‘)winm
his band’s van. Mom had_+his ,cmz.rvjdeaﬁ:tba:ty .
me and Rodrick s?eh'i'.. .'.'.quali.:l')l Fime_on_the ride
}qme,,eVecf.,AAf,_wemodAhl fishztns,muc}\. But

all i+ did was make things a lot worse. .

Rodrick was ,uqlways.. a half ...hom:.._lafte_sfzir.kihsmme_t.t?.
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chlorine would run his sen:t,._zvenibous}agthtmmcsw '

someﬂ\ihs like -_L'{-I'eeh }mm'c nld

GET-IN ) .
UHE BACK.

‘Radriclf:;www % ac nll%lqm -any seats .n
+he back, s0. T had. to squeeze in. with_all_+he
band . ecfui‘?.mekrt... And eVer)/,:h'me the van came to_

a _.stl"o.? ; I hdd,ﬁ?rwwmm .._.hedd.
takeuogmbynoneﬁoﬂgo&mkk_&mms.. )L

. ! <
2 ;@T'(A'Az 2 |

&




T mdgdmu_\:ﬁ.ﬁ ,wnlkin&mhamem every. wd.aywins-,tead of
getting a ride from Rodrick. T .-.L’sured_.i:t-wns
better +o Just walk_the two miles than to. get
brain damage riding in the back of that van.

Hnl{wa?/ H\mu&)n -t}:,&swmerr:\;ﬁmdr;& l’_waswm
Pre‘l-ty much. done with_swim_team. So. I. came. up
with a _trick +o. se'l' out of \Drnchc.e

T4 swim..n._.{ew._.‘la.\:s.,w.‘nnd _then ask the_coach.if .
T could use the bathroom. fpnehfiﬂ_\iusifhide ,,,,,,,,,,,
outtdtaMMJackenmomhumﬁL\zmcﬁcmsﬁommw

The .oh17! Prabhm with. —ray- ?lnnmns“tthatdmsm

something like zera degrees in. :thewboy&bn:thmom..
So it was even colder in. THERE. 'H\dhg‘i‘ was.in.__
+he POOL S




T had 40 wrap. m)lself vp- b“tmletga?ensam
didnt get hf\m‘i’hemn

‘/ g

o —

T A ~

Thats how T s‘:erd- a. \:wre++)z 5;3 chunk of m7!

smmnMdny&Andﬁmubf.Im ac-h.ully looklh&
{nmac& 4o 30.\-;3 back +o ccl\m| +omorrow

’“JP CAd\I
=7

When T 9ot fo. school. ‘l'o&ﬁf,ﬂ&tfhoiy/ WAS._..
acting all strange. around me, and.at first. T
didnt_know WHAT was. up..




Tl-\en T remembered: T still had the Cheese. .To.uc!\ )
_{:mm--LASTM}teatk:\;_.So.i_rtbc.Cheese,.Iouchin.“__._M
+he last week of school,. and.over.the summer. T
COMPLETELY forgot about it

The Problem with.the. Cheese Touch is that you'Ve
got it until ~you-cah-pass. it on o someone else.
But. mbad?L wauld»ﬂmg&f ‘within_ :tbr-ly,-[ee:t,a{w
me, So T knew T was gonha be stuck with +he

Cheese Touch. for +the whole scl-mol.,,, ear.

Luck.ly +¥\ere was a_hew kd hnmecl J'e.remy Puhc“e
in_homeroom, so_that took care of THAT Problem.

WELCOME TO OUR )
GLHOOL, JEREMY!

M)/ first_class was. Pre-Alsebra, and . the teacher

put me right next to.Alex Arvda, the smartest
ki rl n +x\e wl'\nlp class
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Alex_is. SUPER ensy to coP?Lirom, becauvse he
_?u'ts his_ paper.
down on the floor next to him. So if. T ever

3&&_4MWLmio_kmimt _
Ob-Ahx_io_‘bnﬂ_me._ouﬂr. e

Kids whose last names start with the first few
letters of the al; haba‘l’ get called on_the most
571 the -!'ear)ner, nhcl +hat's wh)/ ﬂ\ey end. up

benha the smartest.

SomL_Peo?l&wﬂxihk:i?}m:t'smmfl:_..:tl:ue.,m.mbu:t..ia[.‘.. you. .
want to_come_down o oy school, T can_ prove it..

N

L

- ALEX ARUDA CHRISTOPHER ZIEGEL

I_um oh|)l think of ONE kid who broke the
last-name rule, and that's Peter Uteger.. Pe-l:er_w

was the smartest kid in the class all the way up.
until +¥\P If-l'}\ nnulp

11



fﬂm:t’s..wheh. a_bunch of us started ,,3ivih3,him...n
said_them out loud.

TEACHER, D
(rERS(RuD) ()
QUESTION

(=]
B LE% A

and he’s Pre‘H'?/muc\\ a .C student. R

I_..ﬁuess._j_ feel a litte bad about the whole P.U.
ﬂ-sihs,,qhd what hayyem& 4o Peter. But its hard
not o take credit whenever i+ comes T —

MMMMMMM T~

I STARTED
THAT. )
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Anrwny, ..:today.. T got “‘?mﬁ'}" decent seats in all
teacher_is Me Huff, and. $ome+¥\ih3 tells me he
had. Rodrick as.a s#uc:le.hitﬁaﬁfw#ears_huk.»ﬁ-w

/ MRUEFFLEY, YOU'LL BE \
\ SITTING IN THIS CHAIR
NEXT TO MY DESK.J

Wedresday
Mom.. }ms _been mkuhs e nh&Rothck‘nelP out

more_araund the house, and now the two of us
are. res?ohsible_fopdoin&. :l:heqiis\-szsme_vgﬁz_nishﬂr,

The rule is that were not allowed 4o watch any.
TV or P lay.v.vide.o ~games. untilall the dishes are
done. But let me. Just- say. that Rodrick is the

13



As_soon_as_dinner _is over, he_goes upstairs to the -
bathroom and. camps out -H\ere for an L\our,.AhJ
{':71 ﬂxe +ime. he comesJ)ncLL Aowr\s*l'mrs, 1m

already. d
AT

<

;4%‘.. N

But. ia[....l..e!ler....nompldih.. +o Mom and Dad, Rodrick

alwn?/s. Pulls out the same lame excuse:

MY BODY

IS ON-_A

\ SCHEDULE. /

:L:ﬂqibkﬂlﬂom,nh&ﬁn&vare,,vrl:oowwOmdAbou:t.mf_m
litle. nbmthec.,,-.tﬁmny.,ﬁ. to get involved in a fight
between me ,ahcl i Rodrick ,rishrt,how,,ah?may, —

14



¥es:temia7/ Mabhficmn_‘zdute_ﬁ,hutse? e
and Mom_and Dad_ got- reall)z uPse-lr when ‘H-\ey .
found it in his. hnck?nck; S

Mom.. nh&mpa&:t‘:\aus&t;l'ha ?ic:l:ut:e,.wds Su‘:{eased _
+o_be of THEM, _so now. +\-\e?/ re arhhg all \oVe)/ ,

in_front of Manny

N »
I LOVE

AND I

T knew who it was REALLYWsw‘:?ose& 4o be in

+}19 ?ir+ure: me nhgl, Rm_{n'cl:

15



M\/Je.me,mt...in'ta_n.._bis. blowout over the remote control
the other _hish-.t,,..ancl,.J?ﬁnhnfmwns..:l'}\ereq,:l:a,.mwztbessm
+the whole 'H’uhﬂBud' Mom_and Dad don+t need o
find ovt abot THAT,

Thursday.
Another reaso _summer_was kind of lame_was.
because my_best {friend, Rowley, was .on holida

4 A )
Pre-H?/ much the. w},\ole +ime.. T think he went 4o
South America or. s::mefl'.hms...b.ui,..:l.'o...be...}nohes-i'
with you,- T'm not real |7, sure

T dont know. if this_makes me a bad person.or.
w‘\u-l'ev!er, but it’s. )narcl for. me_iowaeiﬁ;n:tergs:ted“
in_other. ?ea?les l-\oh&nys,

MM MM LEY,
-\ HAVE YOU EVER—
NOTICED THIS

FRECKLE BEFORE? /

' é\ND THEN WE'RE

BOAT AND CRUISE
 DOWN THIS RIVER... / "\

\ ’/'?I\\\
- ey
)
e et e T .
L
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B .

Y mlfmfsm_ﬂ

:travdlin&:to_mm..uazy_ﬂmm%wliﬂhiw
T can never_ l:ee,?_..:their;tri‘zsm s+rq13H

The other reason T dont care-about Rowley’s rigs

is_because. w.}t\ehe\lelf,‘.‘:ROWJQ?L.”.‘LOE!&S..‘b.dck...:‘.‘Com one of

.his...holiddrs,. he .always crams it Jown,m)t,:throa:hu -

Lnst.year, Rowle)t, and his :famil?! went_to. Australia
for :ten.,days,,,bu-t-{mm.., +he way_he acted when he..

soibnnk?lwli;t‘xihk...haJiVe&.. here_his. whole life.

—

_ (oA

)

\
-
1\ 8 - §—
- 2 )

Another thing thats r

ng s that

Awhehev.er...Row.leyn goes. 1o some._hew- coun-i-r?t,he.

y&&.im..,uhn:tevecn{dcl_ismsoin&.on. over. :ﬂxere.

\7



Like wheh,,Rowler, 301,..badz., {rom,Euro‘:e_ two ..
ymcs_dso,whtso:tnhooke&mon;this_?a?._.s.'r.\se:: .

named “Joshie”, who T ..suess...iswsomemhuse._ star
or. someﬂ\ihs.u So,_Rowle.)/.v. came_back with hsbnss

.quJLIashie"CD&nh&_\zasrters.-nh&--..S#.UH‘." e

AN

YA

[T A NN

i

o

WiLD
ANIMAL |
A HEART

S

.

six:)/.enr::ol&..3ir:is_,...._bu:tml>e _didnt believe me.
Rowle)/ said-T was Just§ ealous because he was

And what made_ it renl\y irritating was_that now.
this_guy was Rowley's new hero. So if T ever
tried. .:l'o....Sn:?t...n.h?z:i'J:Ens_ critical _at all, .Rowley didnt
want to hear it,
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P » ® /.;UbHIE' SAYS YOU \
SHOULD RESPECT YOUR |\

PARENTS AND FOLLOW
N __YOUR DREAMS! /

S,Fenkihs....of Sorei gh countries, ,..+o.dn?z _in French.
class, Madame Lefrere told us were 3oih5,,,iowbe~m

WW‘&“S year

when Rodrick was in middle school, he had a__
seyen:teeh_-._)leac:old girlfrom Holland as his pen

.?.n.l...._.l. know because T've seen the letters in his.

whk drawer
J

| 0 ghe e
@ f1 B . )
& 3| | Lupd

W Fal;cz_"’cj‘ma/m., A
/AN wyg)u.,ioofs
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