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Lhe
waler
bHuftfalo

when | was a kid, there was a big water buffalo living in the vacanr lort
at the end of our street, the one with the grass no one ever mowed. He
slepr most of the ime, and ignored everybody who walked past, unless we
happened o stop and ask him for advice. Then he would come up 1o us
slowly, raise his lefy hool and literally poinmt us in the righe direction. But
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we were supposed to do once we got there, In fact, he never said anything
because warer buffalos are like that; they hate talking,

This was too frustrating for most of us. By the time anyone thought
o ‘consult the buffale’, our problem was wsually urgent and required
a straighrforward and immediare solution. Evenmually we stopped visiting
him altogether, and [ think he went away some time afrer thar: all we could
gee was long grass.
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we'd always been surprised. relieved and delighted ar whar we found.
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SOIME VOArs AFO we hiad a furrjgn r.::m:lungc stulent come
to live with us. We found it very difhcult to pronounce
his name correctly, burt he didn't mind.

He rold ws o just call him “Eric’.

We had repainted the spare room, bought new rugs and furniture
and generally made sure everything would be comforrable
for him. 5o | can't sav why it was thar Eric chose o sleep and

study most of the time in our kitchen panory.

“It must be a cultural ching,” said Mum. ‘As long as he is happy.”
We started storing food and kitchen things in other
cupboards so we wouldn't disturb him.



