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is taken from the enomuous novel prublished B 1851 -. a former satlor

:;ilml Hernan Mebville. For reasons of lenedt
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J;l:JI me [shmacl. Some years ago, having Little or no moncy in my
purse, and nothing particular to interest me on shore, I thoughe T would sail
about a lintle and sce the watcery part of the world, Whenever 1 find myscif
EFOWIng [rim absniat the meowth; whenover ot 15 a damp, dreczly Movember in

CHAaPTER

ONE

El
-!II '-l"l'l'lll'fll:{n'l

my soul; whinever [ find myscll pausing before coflin
warchouses—then, I account it hagh time to get 1o sca
as soom as | ean. Thas is my substitute for pistol and
ball With 3 philssaphical flourish Care throws himsell
upan his sword; [ quictly take to the ship. There is
nathing surprising in this. I they bt kaew i, almost all
men, some tme or other, chensh very nearly the same
feelimpgs towards the oocan with me.

Why 15 almest every robust ealthy boy with a robast
heealthy soal kn Bidm, at seime tisne or other crady (o po i
sca’ Why upon your first voyage a5 a passenger, did you
yoursclf feel sach 3 mystacal vibration, when first told
that you and your ship were now out ol sapght of land? And
still decper the meaning of that story of Narcissus, who
because he could not grasp the tormenting image he s
in the fountain, plenged e it and was drowmed. That
Same image, We slifschva soe in all mivers and oceans. [t

the image of the ungraspable phastom af lif; and this is the key to it all,

o, when [ say that [ am in the habit al poang to sca whenever [ begin 1o
grow haxy abeut the eyes, and bogan b ke aver conscious ol my lungs, I donat
mican io have it inferred that [ ever B0 b0 Sca a4 3 passciger. Passongens gt sea
sick—grow quarrebwome—don't deep of nights—do not enpoy themsclves,
* 2 general thing, Nee, though 1 am something of a salt, do 1 ever go to sca
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a3 2 Commodore, or 3 Captain, or a Cook. No, I go a3 a simple sailor, right

before the mast, plamb down inte the forccasele, alaft there to the rayal

mase-head. Trus, they rather order me about some, and make me jump

from spar to spar, like a grasshopper in a May meadow, and at first, this sort

of thinsg is enpleasant cnough. But this wears off in time. Do you think the

archangel Gabric] thinks anything the ks of me, becanse [ obey! Wha ain't

a slave? Tell me that.

Again, | always go to sca as a sailor, because they make a point of paying

me for my trouble, whereas they never pay passengers a single penny that

I ever heard of On the contrary, passengers themselves muse pay. Bug

wherefore it was that after having repcatedly smelt the sea as a merchant

sailar, 1 should mow take it inte my head to go on a whaling voyage, why it

was cxactly that those stage managers, the Fates, put me down for this

shabby part—I cannot tell; yet, now that I recall all the circumstances,

I'thenk I can see a little into the springs and motives. +

Chiel among these was the overwhelming idea of the great whale himseIE M1

Sach a partentous and mysterious monster roused all my curiosity. Then IR/ 1

the wild and dustant seas where ke rolled his island bulk; the undeliverable, Y

ﬂmplﬁh;] lowve to sail forhedden scas, and land on barbarows coasts. {
- By reason of these things, then, the grest lood-gates of the wonder-world - IIH—T ;

swung open, and in the wild conceits that swayed me to my purpose, two and .-*'
H'Iﬂ-ﬂwr:ﬂuudinmm; inmast soul, endless processions of the whale, and,
midmost of them all, ane grand hooded phantom, like a snow hill in the air-
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Now, this plan of Quecqueg's, or rather Yoja's, touching the selection
of our cralt; [ did not like that plan at all. [ had not a little relicd upon
Opeequeg's sagacity to point out the whaler bese fitted to carry us and
our fortuncs sccarcly. Bue as all my remonstrances produced no effcct, 1
Wi -uhli,_z;vl:d [1+] :i:q;ui-uv;c. Next mnrl:il:b'_-::irl}', le aving l:}_u..-..-qm-g shiut up
with Yejo in our littls bedroom, I sallicd out among the shipping. Aficr
much prolonged sauntering and many random inguirses, I learnt chat
there were three ships wp for three-years® voyages—The Devil-dam, the
Tut-bat, and the Pequod. I peered and pryed about the Devil-dam; from
her, hopped over to the Tit-bat; and, finally, going on board the Pequod,
looked around her for a moment, and then decided that this was the very
ship lor us.

= Siranie way o moke 3 choice indeedl, Stranoe choice, They
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