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1. THE HAS-BEEN

It was a slow day at the Institute of Sport.
I was sitting in my office with my feet up,
tossing peanuts into a glass of water. So far,
one peanut was bobbing on top of the
water, while about 20 others lay strewn
across my desk. Three-pointers never were
my strong point.

There was a knock at my office door.
I lobbed another peanut. Rim shot. Then in
walked Tom Baker.

I knew who Baker was, of course. I'd read
about him in the sports pages. He was the
best young cricketer in the country, but he
had just been dropped from the national
team. He'd also been dropped from the
Australia ‘A’ team, the Prime Minister’s
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Eleven, the one-day squad, the 20-20 squad,
and the New South Wales Blues. Things had
got so bad, he couldn’t get a game in the
back garden at his grandma’s at Christmas.
All because he wasn't scoring any runs.

In the last six months he'd got 34
straight ducks. He'd got five golden ducks,
two diamond ducks, and one very rare
double-diamond duck, when he’d got run
out while he was still padding up back in
the pavilion. He was washed up. Hung out
to dry. Left on the line for the birds to peck
at. All at the ripe old age of 21.

He walked through my door looking
more miserable than a kickboxer with foot
rot. His eyes were bloodshot. His cheeks
were hollow. He looked like he hadn’t
shaved or washed in weeks. He was wearing
a rumpled, dirty one-day international
uniform - the hallowed green-and-gold
silky pyjamas - which was strange. As far as
I knew there was no one-day international

scheduled that day for inside my office.
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When I turned to face him, he stopped
dead. "Who are you, kid?" he asked.

‘Smith’s the name, 1 said. ‘Fletcher Smith!’

‘The sports private investigator?’

‘The very same’

Baker frowned. ‘So this is your office?
he said. ‘That’s your desk?’

‘Yup! I smiled at him. ‘And that's my
computer. And down there’s my rubbish bin.
And over there’s my plastic plant. And . . .’

‘But you're just a kid!” Baker spluttered.
‘How old are you? 147

‘Five and a half, I said. I'm a boy genius’

‘Yeah, right! Baker shook his head. ‘Look,
kid, don’t waste any more of my time. I'm in
serious trouble here’

‘Trouble is my middle name, I said.
‘You want a sports P.I.Z I'm the best in the
business. Actually, I'm the only one in the
business. But still. One hundred per cent
success rate, in all my cases’

‘What sort of cases? Baker asked. ‘Pencil

cases?’
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‘You can leave if you like, I said. ‘The
door’s wide open!

Baker hesitated. He glanced at the open
door. He glanced at the empty chair next to
mine. Then he sat down.

‘Peanut?’ I said, holding out the packet.

‘Uh . .. no. Thanks'’

‘So what can I do for you, Tom? I said.

He blinked. ‘You know who I am?’

‘Are you kidding?’ I grinned at him. T've
watched every game you've played. You're
the next big thing in baggy green. The stroke
play of Michael Bevan. The power of Ricky
Ponting. And the suave good looks of Merv
Hughes!

Baker grinned. Then, just as quickly, the
smile disappeared from his face.

‘Yeah, I used to be pretty good, he said.
‘But then I lost it, kid. I lost my mojo. It's
completely gone’

‘You mean your form?’ I frowned. Tdon't
know if I can help you there, Tom. I'm a
sports detective, not a performance coach!
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‘I mean I've really lost my mojo, Tom
Baker said. ‘My lucky charm. The one I've
had since I was eleven years old’

He looked around suspiciously, as if
expecting a mob of TV reporters to come
leaping out of the filing cabinet. ‘Listen,
he said. ‘Before I go on. This will all stay
confidential, won't it?’

‘Absolutely, I said. ‘I give you my word
as a sportsman.

‘All right’ Tom let out a long sigh. ‘About
this lucky charm. You see, it's the whole
reason I got good at cricket in the first place.
Before I had it, I was the worst batsman in
the world. T couldn't hit a barn door if you
dropped it on me out of a tree’

' get the picture, I said. "You were useless.
Go on!

‘Then I got given something, Baker said.
‘A shrunken black pig's foot on a silver chain.
After that, everything changed’

‘A shrunken black pig’s foot, I repeated.
‘OK. This is starting to sound a little crazy,



FLETCHER SMITH SPORTS P.1.

Tom, but I'm still listening’

‘It's not what it is that’s important, Baker
said. ‘It's who gave it to me. You see, I didn't
get it from just anybody. I was . . . chosen.
Marked by the hand of destiny. Or actually
. .. Tom'’s voice dropped to a whisper.
‘By the hand of the Don!

‘Sir Donald Bradman gave you a pig's
foot?

‘Shhhh!” Tom waved his hands at me, at
the same time glancing nervously all around
the room. ‘Nobody knows, kid!" he hissed.
‘And T mean nobody! I'm only telling you
because you're my last chance. If you ever tell
anybody else, I'll have to kill you!

I stared at him. He was just about crazy
enough to be serious. Most of the people
who come through my door are crazy, to tell
you the truth. They've been pushed over the
edge by blackmail threats, kidnappings,
fans who won't leave them alone, or ruthless
agents cheating them out of their life savings.
So I wasn't too worried about Tom Baker.
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If it weren’t for desperados like him, I'd be
out of a job.

‘Always nice to get the first death threat
out of the way, I said. ‘Now we can relax’

Baker said nothing. He sat slumped in his
chair. He’d gone back to doing his kickboxer-
with-foot-rot impression. Man, he was
miserable. He was in worse shape than
David Beckham after England lost to
Portugal in 2004.

‘So how'd you get this pig’s foot from
the Don?’ I asked.

‘I was playing club cricket in the Under-
12s, Baker mumbled. ‘Got my usual duck.
Out second ball, clean bowled, leg and
middle stump. I was taking off my pads
under some trees when this old bloke
appeared. He introduced himself, asked how
I was feeling. Asked if I wanted a few tips to
improve my game!

‘So you said yes’

‘Who wouldn't? Baker said. ‘Don
Bradman was my hero. I told him I'd give
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anything to play like him. “You know what,
son?” he said, “I've been looking for a kid
like you. I reckon this is your lucky day.”
Then he took this tiny shrivelled-up black
thing out of his pocket, and gave it to me.
“Put this in your pocket every time you bat,”
he said. “Every time. And don’t tell anyone
about it. Not even your mother. It can be our
little secret.”

‘OK; 1 said. ‘So it's a magic shrunken
pig’s foot. Is that what you're saying?’

‘You can laugh, Baker said stiffly. ‘But I
did exactly what he told me, and from then
on I was a totally different player. I couldn’t
stop scoring. My test average before I lost this
thing was 99.9, did you know that? Just like
the Don’s!

I nodded. I'd read that statistic
somewhere. No other batsman in world
cricket came close.

‘Then six months ago, disaster, Baker
went on. ‘I lost it. Somewhere at the
Sydney Cricket Ground, after the one-dayer

10
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against Pakistan. I dropped it, or left it in
the changing rooms, I don’t know what
happened. I went back and searched
everywhere, but I couldn't find it. After that,
I couldn’t play for toffee. I went from hero
to zero. From legend to laughing stock. It's
been a nightmare. You can’t imagine what
it's been like!

He held his head in his hands, rubbing
his temples. The poor guy was suffering. I felt
sorry for him. I knew then and there that
I was going to take the case.

Tm lost without it, kid, Baker said.
‘I can’t go on. I can’t face never playing test
cricket again. Sometimes, in the dead of
night, I wake up thinking terrible thoughts. I
get these dark, horrible, desperate urges . . .’

‘To do a KFC ad?' I said.

‘I want to kill myself!” Baker raged. ‘And
I will! T swear to God! I've got to get it back!’

I stood up. I'd heard just about
everything I needed to hear. Baker hesitated,
then got to his feet also.

I
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‘That’s it?" he said. "You'll take the case?’

‘Leave it with me, Tom, I said. ‘T'll find
your pig's foot for you, but it won't come
cheap. I charge 50 bucks an hour, double
time if I'm missing something good on TV!

Baker bent down and unzipped a sports
bag on the floor beside him. He took out a
parcel wrapped in brown paper, and tossed it
on my desk.

‘Here’s ten grand up front, he said.
‘There’s another 20 in it if you find it. Cash!

I stared at the parcel. I didn’t need to
open it. I knew the sound of money hitting
my desk. That’s a good start, I said. ‘But let’s
make it 40 when I find it. A nice, neat 50
grand all up!

‘Done! Baker didn’t hesitate. He thrust
out a hand and we shook on it. Something
made me think I might live to regret this
deal. But then you live to regret most things
in the sports private-eye business. It comes
with the territory. And 50 grand would sure
buy me a lot of peanuts.

12




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




