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JANUARY
New Year’s Paly
You know \'\ow 7/ou’re SUPPoseJ Yo come up wi+¥\ a

list of “resolutions” at the beaihhihs of the year
+o +r7/ to make yourself a better ‘)er‘SOh?

Well, the \)l’oblem is its not easy for me to think
of way's to improve myseh[, because T'm alrea&y
\>re++7/ much one of the best ‘aeoP|e T krow.

So +his year my resolution is to try o \welp
OTHER people improve. But the +¥\ih3 Tm
fihc}ihs out is that some \>eo‘>|e dont really
appreciate it when )/ou’re +r7/ih3 to be *\e|\>fu|.

THINK YOU SHOULD

WORK ON CHEWING

YOUR CRISPS MORE
QUIETLY.




One thing T noticed right off the bat is that
+he \)eo‘)|e n my family are Joihs a |ous7l Job
s-h'ckihs t+o THEIR New Year’s resolutions.

Mom said she was gonna start going to +he

37/m ‘I’ony/, but she s‘)eh+ +he whole afternoon
wa+chih3 TV.

Ahc} Dad said he was gohha go onh a strict c}ie+,
but after c}ihher I causk‘l' Hm out in ‘H\e
9arage, s+uwf1[ih3 his face with brownies.

\ ORK
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E ven my little brother, Mahhy, couldnt stick
wi‘l'h Hs resolution.
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This morning he +old everyone +hat he’s a "553 boyu
ah& }\e's sivihs up Hs Paci-{ier for sood. ’ﬂwh }we
threw his favourite binkie in the +rash.

Well, THAT New Year’s resolution didnt even
last a full MINUTE.

SUCK
SUCK
SUCK
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The oh|7/ person in my fo\mily who didnt come up
with a resolution is my older brother, Rodrick,
and thats a \9.'+7/ because his list should be about
a mile and a half long.




So T decided 4o come up with a programme to
\\e|‘> Rodrick be a better person. T called my
plan “Three Strikes and Youre Out”. The basic
idea was +tha+t eVery time T saw Rodrick messing
Up, Td mark a little “X" on his chart.

Well, Rodrick got all three strikes before T even
had a chance to decide what “Youre Qut” meant.

PUNCY
PUNCyy

Ah}/way , T'm starting to wonder if T should Just
bds MY resolution , too. I‘l"s a lot of work R and
so far T havent rea||7/ made ah)/ progress.

Besides, after T reminded Mom for like the billionth
time to stop chewihs her crisps so loud, she made
a rea||7/ 300& point. She said, "EVeryohe cant be
as \aerfec-f as YOU, Gr"'3°r)"“ And from what
Tve seen so far T think she’s ris}ﬁ.
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’ﬂwrsdax
Dad is giving this diet thing another try, and
that's bad news for me. He’s gohe about three

qus without eating ahy chocolate, and he’s been
SUPER crahky.

The other clay, after Dad woke me up and +old
me to get ready for school, T accidentally fell
back aslee\). Believe me, that's the last +ime Tl
make THAT mistake.

Part of the \problem is that Dad always wakes me
up before Moms out of the shower, so T know
+hat T s+ill have like +en more minutes before T
heed to get out of bed for real.



Yes-rerda)/ T came up with a ?re-Hy soocl way o
se‘l' some extra slee‘) +ime wi‘l"\ou‘l' makihs Dad

mad. After he woke me up, T ook all of my
blankets down the hall with me and waited outside
+he bathroom for my +urn in the shower.

Then T |a)/ down ris}ﬁ on +op of the heater vent.

And when the furnace was blowihs, +he experience
was even BET TER +han beiha in bed.

02!

] 5 |

FWOOSH
The \Droblem was the heat oh|7l s+a7/ed on for

about five minutes at a time. So when the furnace

wasn+ runhing, T was Just |7Ih3 +here on +this
cold piece of metal.

CHATTER
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This morning, while T was waiting for Mom to be
done with her shower, T remembered someone gave
her a bathrobe for Christmas. So T went into her
closet and got it

Let me just say that was ohe of the smartest
moves 1 Ve ever made. \ts]eariha +hat ‘H\ihs was like
{)eih3 wraPPeJ n a Joi\c), ﬂu”y +owel that Just came
out of the erer.

Thn fact, T liked i+ so much, T even wore it
AFTER m7/ shower. T +hink Dad migk‘l"Ve been
Jeadous HE didnt come up with the robe idea first,
because when T came to the kitchen table, he
seemed extra 3“’"‘?}"




T +ell you, women have the ris\\‘f idea with this
bathrobe ‘H\ihs. Now T'm wohderihs what
ELSE I’m missihs out on.

T Juer wish T Kad asked for m7/ ownh bathrobe

for C"\riS‘l'mas, because I,m sure Mom is gonna
9

make me SiVe hers back.

T struck out on 3if+s again +his year T knew T
was in for a rous}\ Jd)l when T came downstairs
on Christmas morning and the oh|7/ presents in
m7/ s+ocl<nh3 were a stick of deodorant and a
“travel Jicﬁohar)/".

—
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I suess once 7/ou re n m:cHle 5choo| srowv\ u‘)s

decide 7/ou re too old for +o7/s or dh}lﬂ\:hs +\-\a+s
qc+ua||7/ fun.
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But then +\\ey sill expect you to be all excited
when you open +he lame 3.’1[-1'5 +¥\e7/ get yov-

MATHS
1S

S IT'LL HELP YO

R A D GET A JUMP-START

ON ALGEBRA!
77z
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Most of my sif‘rs +his year were books or clothes.

The closest -’rhihs T got to a +o7/ was a present
from Uncle C)narlie.

When T uhwras\a\)ec} Uncle Charlie’s siH, T didn%

even know w}m-l* i+ was su\DPosed +o be. I+ was
this big plastic ring with a net attached 4o i+.
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Uncle Charlie exvlaihec{ +hat it was a "Lauhclry
HooP" for m7/ bedroom. He said I was SU‘)‘)oseJ
+o }mhs +he Lauhdry Hoop on the back of my
door and i+ would make \)uH’ihs de)/ my Air-f)/
clothes “fun”.

At first T thought it was a joke, but then T
realized Uncle Charlie was serious. So T had to
ex\alaih to him that T dont dc+ud||7/ DO my

own |duhdr‘7/.
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T told him T Just +hrow my Jir+)/ clothes on
the floor, and Mom Picks +hem up and takes
them downstairs +o the |auhdr7/ room.

Then, a few Jays later, eVerwaihs comes back
to me in nice, {folded \)iles.

T +old Uncle Charlie he should Just refurn +he
Lauhdry Hoo\a and give me cash so T could b“7/
50me+}\ih3 T4 ac+ua||7/ USE.

That's when Mom sPoke vp- She +4old Uncle
Charlie she +\wou3\-\+ +he Lauhdry Hoo\a was a
GREAT idea.
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'ﬂ\eh she said 'H’\d‘f from now on '\:ci be c{oiha m7/
OWN |auhdr7/. So, basically, it ends up +hat
Uncle Charlie got me a chore for Christmas.

T+ rea||7/ stinks that T got such crurmy 3iff+s
+his year. T put in a lot of effort buttering
Peoyle vp for the past few months, and T
thought i+ would pay off on Christmas.

Now +hat Tm res\aohsible for my own lauhclry, T
guess Tmkind of GLAD T got a bunch of clothes.
T mis\ﬁ ac+ua||7l make it ‘H\r‘ous\'\ +he whole school
year before T run out of clean stuff +o wear.

12





