
 

 
       ________________________________ 
 
 

Opening extract from 

An Imaginary 
Menagerie 

 
 
 

Written by 
Roger McGough 

 

 

 

 

Published by 
Frances Lincoln  
Children’s Books 

 
All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator 

 
 

   

Please print off and read at your leisure. 

  
  
 



Poems and Drawings by 

ROGER McGOUGH

 
An Imaginary Menagerie copyright © Frances Lincoln Limited 2011 

Text copyright © Roger McGough 1988 
Illustrations copyright © Roger McGough  2011 

First published in Great Britain in hardback in1988 by Viking Kestrel 
First published in paperback in 1990 by Puffin Books

 
This edition published in Great Britain in 2011 by 

Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, 4 Torriano Mews, 
Torriano Avenue, London NW5 2RZ

www.franceslincoln.com 
 

All rights reserved 
  

No part of  this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, electrical, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission 
of  the publisher or a licence permitting restricted copying. In the United 

Kingdom such licences are issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency, 
Saffron House, 6-10 Kirby Street, 

London EC1N 8TS. 
  

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library. 
  

ISBN 978-1-84780-166-1 
  

Illustrated with pen and pencil 
  

Set in Dante MT 
  

Printed in Croydon, Surrey, UK by CPI Bookmarque Ltd. in January 2011 
  

1 3 5 7 9 8 6 4 2   

For Matthew Joseph

N
N

N
M G

GM



Contents

Allivator				    8

Anaconda				    10

Anglefish				    11

Aunt-Eater				    12

Badgers and Goodgers		  13

Beetle 					    16

Blue Macaw				    17

Bookworms				    18

Brushbaby				    20

Budgerigars				    21

Camel					    22

Canary				    24

Catapillow				    26

Chimp					    27

Conger Eel				    28

Dachshund				    29

Dik-dik				    30

Dingo					     31

Doormouse				    32

Durianimal				    33

Elephants				    35

Emus					     36

Flamingo				    38

Gibbon				    40

Goats					     41

Gorilla					    42

Grasshopper				    43

Grey Starling				    44

Haddock				    45

Hamsters				    46

Handfish				    47

Hippos				    48

Lion					     49

Langoustine				    50

Lobster  				    50

Llama					     51

Loch Ness Monster			   52

Moose					    55

Newt					     56

Nightingale				    57



Squiggles				    78

Teapet					    79

Terrapin				    80

Unicorn				    81

War Thog				    82

Water Bison				    83

Water Boatman			   84

Weasels				    86

Wombat				    87

Wordfish				    88

Yak					     89

Zonk					     90

Nits					     57

Osprey				    58

Ostrich				    59

Oyster					    60

Peeve					     61

Perch					     62

Pigeon					    63

Poodle					    64

Porcupine				    65

Pterodactyl				    66

Quokka				    67

Rattlesnake				    68

Scallop				    69

Seagulls				    70

Sea-lion	  			   71

Shark					     72

Skink					     74

Slug					     75

Sowester				    76

Spider					     77



8 9

Allivator

 at the top.

then eat you

his back 

ride upon 

 let you 

  he will 

   in a shop 

    see one 

     if  you 

     allivator 

     Beware the
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Beetle

What’s that  t-i-c-k-i-n-g
you hear in the closet?

It’s the stopwatch beetle
that does it

It’s timing
the dry rotting

In the old
wainscoting

And admiring
the eerie deposit.

I used to keep a blue macaw
in my bedside bottom drawer

But he was never happy there
among my socks and underwear

He pined for sunshine, trees galore
as in Brazil and Ecuador

Knowing then what I must do
I journeyed south as far as Kew

In the Gardens set him free
(Wasn’t that macawful of  me?)

Blue Macaw
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A catapillow 
is a useful pet

To keep
upon your bed

Each night you simply
f luff  him up

Then rest
your weary head.

Catapillow

Ever see
a chimp
with a limp?

That’s because
they keep to trees

Twisted ankles
and scraped knees

In Monkeydom
are rarities.

Chimp
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Hamsters 
built the dams
on the banks
of  the Zuyder Zee

Beside which,
on Bank Hollandaise,
the whole dam nation
likes to be

Dads and their old dutches
(even kiddies in their prams)
give three hearty cheers
for the good old hamsterdams.

Hamsters

Handfish
are grand fish

they swim
about in pairs

hold each other
when they fall in love

and when 
they say their prayers.

* * *

They tickle
the sea’s bare bottom

playful
as little kittens

and when
there’s a nip in the ocean

wear brightly
coloured mittens.

Handfish
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Ever see
a shark
picnic 
in the park?

If  he offers 
you a bun

                         Run!

Shark
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