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INTO THE UNKNOWN-

How Great Explorers Found Their Way by Land, Sea and Air
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SAILS TO ULTIMA THULE,

AROUND 340 BC

L ! 1‘ a
WI begin over 2,000 years ago.
In a city on the edge of the Medi-

|
| termanean Sea, there lived a Greek explorer

| named Pytheas. Almost nothing is known of
| him. Historians cannot say precisely when
'I. he lived, what he looked like, whether he

ll was rich or poor, and they don't even know )"
| exacily where he went, All they can say
for certain is that he made a remarkable
| Yoyage north to a place where he thought
the sca looked like curdled milk, and that
when he returned home, he wrote about

b itdn a book ealled On the Ocrain.

| Sadly, all copies of Pytheas' account

|| have disappeared, It obviously - caused .

| & stir in the classical world,

b because in works thai

least 18 other  writer

COne of them, the e

Strabo, deseribed Fyil

though,
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*.:'mli “the worsi  possible lar”, Others
helmucd he was telling the truth = and
today most historians agree, which 1s
: ‘why he is often called tht fifst great
. explorér. sl

Pytheas’ home town was Massaliag
the southern French port we now call
Marseilles,  Like many _other cities

.::m,md the Mediterranean, it had beéen
! it |
..;"4'1 a'. © ' founded by Greeks who had left their
‘homeland to betier themselves. Their

"'Q' * " “settlements flourished, and by Pytheas
3 r“.i'# _ lifggime, in the fourth century BC,

Greek'civilization was the envy of the
g = Western world. So although Pytheas

R
(&)

AL was not born in Greece, he would
e ~ have spoken, written and thought like
‘a Greek = and been
. .i?;l:rild to do 8o,

- Using every mention
of On  the  Cran by
those who - read it in
‘ ancient dmes, modern
* scholars  have iried
pece  mogether whicre
Pytheas went and why.
Like many citizens. of
L. Mail;l]id-+ he was almost L
certainly a  merchant,
' which means he prob-
i“‘tr l!_r-ldr:d_ in Twio
Cprecious fimpors:
],m'huf and. tin. The
_Grn-kh meed  yellow-
-ﬁuld :-IIIIH:‘I o, fashion
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jewellery and ornaments, and they meled
down bars of pleaming tin and mixed it
with small quantities of copper to make
bronze. This attractive metal was rough
and non-rusting, and the Ancient Greeks
had a hundred and one pses for it

Since amber and tin came from lands
north of the Mediterranean, it seems
likely that Pytheas began his journey
for reasons of trade. Historians know
that he rravelled first to south-west
Hritain, a place where tin was mined.
They have no idea how he got there,
though. He may have taken a ship of
his own, a Mediterranean trading
vessel, through the Straits of Gibraloar
fwhich the Greeks called the Pillars of
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\editerramean. It wal strered by large paddles &t
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- hip powered
A Greek warihip e - _gacking enemy ¥

promze ram af the bow Un3

A argo-carmying riverboat wsed Jor trading o the

e rivers floweing inta

the Mediterranearn.

Celtic weasel: ils l.}u;h contraction enabled

y waters of the Ailantic.

Mdi}- =il

ii to pirviee in phe rorm

A lacal skin-covered caurrach or coracle e
Celts of Ireland and srorthern Hritain.
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y gﬁ"n swift Gmh ‘H'.l
: ‘mﬂuﬂl of the River Audn,
ﬂn-m.-d France hrrpurbn-
~ Both journeys would

: Im:ught him to the .i'il:hn.tic
coast, jwhm,, e mb-blr

~ planks and shallow &r:u‘hl

‘I'idl:l ran low,

From the tin mines of
| | Carnwall, P ytllﬁ:l_r contin-
| | uednorth up the west coas
of the British Isles. Almose
certainly he made this part

boat called a currach.
+ This craft looked Ilhe a
sort of giant basket: its

, hull was woven wickee- -
work covered ©  with .

buttered ox hl'nl:l;:-l-, sEwn

: Wiltl:r!;j.
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. picked up @ more nﬂtﬂr.
- Celtic 5 tike him * to
. mu'ih:rn ]Elrlu.in. To dﬁm‘ .
.an:- unmu. th:u wert & _".' .
I:l.'.l-l:llﬁ inﬂ:h lr;[h,, hﬂt}: ':"t-lh i
‘main ﬂmbr.n .‘-Dsa l[m:- sratian’ .
tres thick. Their ltm:ig mk "'.'

allowed them to rest on the . a
- bottom  of the sea whm PP |

of his journey in a local

together and mule i
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'.. “ 1"'! currach was H;.hl enough to skip

sl

J.r

;  through mists and icy gales = up the .
"frﬂh Sea, past the Isle of Man and on
o he Western lsles of Scotland. He
-'r.' dl;rnulul‘:_h:vi.- had no map to guide him,
_..lmr. travelling in a northerly direc-
-5 ' § . tion was not difficult:- by day, he had -

#‘i‘writln; about the people

f,thl.m. i,nd explorer, Frlh:;n
l.‘ Tl

9 :-_ . was @ skilled geographer. The

1 Geoeks knew that the world
T ] EI' and . realized 8
" of a_shadow . _

ks

! o go north. To
4 T __V# w.-much further
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t'i.f- rnwrnng waveselike a swea bird.
ﬂ-n s of this dnign were still in use in
[;,;ﬂl:rﬂ“l:th century and warl said to
, - uﬁt storms lhnl sank the l:nu;hﬂl
i.l.':hqm. All ﬂm bobbing wnul:l have
ad one major disadvantage, lhnnn:h. .

.‘.. Py theas  would pmblblf have bﬂh
; :' e y seasick.

3 ’.'fﬁlﬂyar and further Fr:hul uil:d

o 'nd by ‘night, to follow the Hnrr.h
Ei_. r.-ﬁlln Hl:mrhlu know that he -_i,,
Iﬂ-lt stare at the wild and roc '-—1'-
-‘:&I- coast from his vessel, cither, but.
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north than Mdssalia he was, Pytheas
used a wooden staff of fixed lengih,
called a gnomon. He remembered the
length of its midday shadow at certain
times of the year back home. So, at

r:gul:_: iﬂlln’ﬂl-d.;'rinu hh'Jﬂ“fﬂﬁ}'._ ‘-: 2

. he placed his gnomon uprighc on level

ground at noon and measured how long -

its shadow was.
As some of Pytheas' calculations

have survived in the writings of others,
it shiould be possible to work out where

he ook his gnomon readings.
Unfortunately, be recorded his position
in “stades”, units of measurement that
‘wvaried from place to place. Scholars
believe he probably made his most
nuﬂhtrl_'r gnnmnn me:nu_rcmml at the .

et *‘__..l.

.:""-'." :

" went ashore for weeks on end Fr"
B~ - “ met, keeping a record of whe -:i'."
-.: *.'$ I!e' travelled  and cmmumE

'*f dilu.nm to work our how far

PYTHEAS MAY havr

revorded the lenpth of the s
fromen’s hadow with Vi
lengths of siring, keeping 7

2 record of his readings _./
on parchmernt
srolls,
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