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The Solar Systen

An atlas is the most recent chapter of a miracle story. It 15 a story that
began when a small part of the universe collapsed to form a star, a
rotating sphere of gas and dust particles. As this sphere continued o
collapse, pressure on the core increased, creating hydrogen.

Al the same time, the sphere cooled, and the particles grew

into larger bodies which were pushed back from

the core of the star by radiation. Plute
These bodies eventually formed

the [amily of planets that we

call the solar system,
with the sphere,
of sun, at its
centre,

One of these planets,
the one third-closest to the sun,

was destined to be different. [t was so

; hot that it was molten. When it started (o cool, a crust

formed on its cutside, rather like a cracked shell, Very, very slowly,
paris of the crust slid across the surface of the planet. When they

collided, their edges sometimes bent and

_ folded into ranges of
mountains. Cracks opened up, it
as volcanoes of heat and gas

aﬂﬂ'{-"ing molien rock to burst upwards
» Creating new landscapes.

\\ e
[he Fivsl Siens of Life

All the while, this ball of spinning rock was being bombarded by meteorites and
comets - some of which carried water or ice. Eventually, warm, SOUPY oCeans

covered most of the planet's surface, which became wrapped in a thin film of
gases — the beginnings of an atmosphere. Nobody knows for sure,
but it is likely that the first forms of life, bacteria, developed
deep in the planet's scalding interior through a series
of ehemical reactions. It took ages for the earliest,
simplest life forms o migrate from the depths
to the bright sunlight of the surface.
Bacteria evolved into multicellular
organisms, which evolved into
plants and worms, lish,
amphibians, reptiles,
insects, birds and
mamumnals,
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