First published in Great Britain in 2012
by Orion Children’s Books
a division of the Orion Publishing Group Ltd
Orion House
5 Upper St Martin’s Lane
London WC2H 9EA
An Hachette UK Company

13579108642

Text copyright © Marcus Sedgwick 2012
[lustrations copyright © Pete Williamson 2012
Front Cover & Inside Design: www.hereandnowdesign.com

The right of Marcus Sedgwick and Pete Williamson to be identified as
the author and illustrator of this work has been asserted.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior permission of Orion Children’s Books.

The Orion Publishing Group’s policy is to use papers that are natural,
renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in
sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are
expected to conform to the environmental regulations of
the country of origin.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978 1 4440 0483 0

Printed in China

www.orionbooks.co.uk
www.ravenmysteries.co.uk






If you think he looks funny, you
should see his mum




He has a big sister too, and she looks
like this, almost normal.

Almost.
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If you think they all look a bit odd,
you'd beright, butthen, thisiswhere
they live.




Andyou couldn’tliveinacrazy castle
like that and be normal, could you?

It's the sort of place where odd and
strange things happen. A lot.

This is the story of what happened
one day when Cudweed decided to
read a comic...
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Now, you might think that it would
behardtogetintotroublebyreading
a comic. Yes?

No! Not if your name is Cudweed
Yessir Frilly-Frou Derek Goatfeet
Otherhand.
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Cudweed had found the comic in
an old box in the attic. It was called
Rocket Boy, and it looked like this:
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Cudweed read about the
AMAZING AND INCREDIBLE
ADVENTURES OF ROCKET

BOY. Rocket Boy got up to all sorts
of tricks, was ALWAYS in danger,
but always escaped by the end of
each story.




Cudweed thought Rocket Boy was
cool.Soonhestartedthinkingthathe
was Rocket Boy himself!
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The thing that Cudweed liked best
about Rocket Boy was Rocket Boy'’s
spaceship.
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It was so cool, Cudweed decided it
was as cold as Absolute Zero, which,
in a story called Rocket Boy and the
Thrillons of Zoy, was the coldest
possible temperature ever.

- ——




The spaceship looked like this:




But then a bad thing happened!
Cudweedfinishedreadingthecomic.
He didn't know what to do. So he
read it again.
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Three hours later he had finished it

again. And again, and again, until at
last, he knew the whole thing from

back to front and back again.
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Cudweed felt sad and bored and
worried, all at the same time.
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Then, at the very back, he saw &
some adverts, trying to sell
things, so he read them too.

And that was when he saw it. \

BUILD YOUR OWN
SPACESHIP KIT.

Easy assembly, suitable
for 8 years and up.
Allow 4-8 weeks for
delivery. Price £5.
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Cudweed asked his dad if he could
have £5 to send away for the
spaceship kit.

‘What's that, my boy?’ said his dad.
‘Don’t pester me, can't you see I'm
busytryingtoinventsomethinghere?’




‘But, Dad, I just want to send off
for this spaceship kit... It's just like
Rocket Boy's.

Cudweed’s dad wasn'tlistening. Not
properly.

So he put his hand in
his pocket and gave
Cudweed a £5 note.
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‘Off you go,’ he said.

Cudweed grinned from ear to ear.
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He sent off for the kit.

And four to eight weeks later, a very
large box arrived...






