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For my mother and father who gave me my first pet Michael (a goldfish) and
ended up with 16 guinea pigs, 2 hamsters and a tortoise

WangG a Pel;

Lavren Child

I want a Pet copyright © Frances Lincoln Limited 1999
Text and illustrations copyright © Lauren Child 1999
The right of Lauren Child to be identified as the author and illustrator of this work has
been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988
(United Kingdom).

First published in Great Britain in 1999 by
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, 4 Torriano Mews,
Torriano Avenue, London NW5 2RZ
www.franceslincoln.com

This edition first published in the USA in 2011.
All rights reserved
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, electrical,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without
the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence
permitting restricted copying. In the United Kingdom
such licences are issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency,
Saffron House, 6-10 Kirby Street, London ECTN 8TS.

A catalogue record for this book is available from
the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-84780-289-7
Set in Stone Sans

Printed in Dongguan, Guangdong, China by Kwong Fat Offset Printing in July 2011

135798642




| really want a pet. The pet shop lady says, “Goldfish can be fun.”

“Please Mom, can | have a pet?”

Mom says, “Well — perhaps something
with not too much fur.”

Dad says, “Maybe something that lives
outside.”

Grandma says, “Nothing with a buzz.” It
interferes with her hearing aid.
Grandad says, “Stuffed pets are very reliable.”

| say, “How?”



Mom asks, “What sort of pet would you like?” Grandma says, “Lions have a habit of snacking
| say, “How about an African lion? I'd train him between meals.”
and we could do a show. We'd be a roaring success.”

| think, uh-oh. ..




“A sheep would be nice, and they’re vegetarian. Grandad says, “Sheep are forever following
We could knit sweaters together.” you around. They haven’t got minds of their own.”

| hate copy-cats.




