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My sister, Ethel, 

16 years old. 

My brother, Ronald,

14 years old. 

My baby brother,

Billy, 9 months old. 

Grandma Albright,

ancient and grumpy!

I think Uncle Colin is about 40 years old. I don’t know what

he looks like, because he works as a gardener in Dorset.

So he must have green fingers! Dad says we can visit him

when we’ve saved the train fare. He’s got a gammy leg

because he broke it as a child and it was never right again.

He must be nice because he sent me this book.

AND OTHER GREAT BRITISH COMICS!

MAY 1914

This is me, born 

3rd April 1904.

My mum, Violet, 

36 years old.

My dad, Arthur, 

38 years old.

UncleTeddy, Dad’s

younger brother.

Uncle Colin, 

Dad’s older brother.

I live at 33 Grove Road,

East London. Dad was

born in this house. He

says it’s the best in the

road.

I go to Mr D.’s

school with my

best friend, Tom,

and our Ron. 

Ron will have to

leave soon and 

go to work.

I like school, but I don’t like Mrs D. 

and her tickler. It don’t take much 

to get her going.

My dad keeps his barrow out the

back, next to the toilet. When there

is no work in the boot factory, he

buys and sells scrap.

VOTE
S

FOR

BURP!
POO!
F ART!

He’s a top 
chap!

Ethel wears 

a ribbon like 

this to show she is 

a suffragette and 

wants the right 

to vote, like a man. 

Dad says she’ll be 

wanting to wear 

trousers next. Mum and Dad’s w
edding

Dad 
borrowed 

this suit from

his boss.

It cost
 Uncle 

Colin 2
d  –

two 

pence! 
– to po

st my

scrapb
ook.

Ain’t long
afore 
I leave 
school! 

Smiling
gives
you

wrinkles. 

Do as
yer mam
says 

or I’ll clip
you
round

There’s
always 
food on 
the 
table.

See 
a girl, 
wink 
an
eye!

He ain’thalf

funn
y-

D ribbl

O ld Georgie

Ain
’t sh

e a

pic
ture

!

This is Baby Bi
lly’s 

footprint. If 
you ask me,  

it’s the print o
f a little

MONSTER!

Feather
s 

are gre
en, 

not fin
gers! 

Pink
thumb

!

This is my best friend, Tom, his 

sister, Lily, and his mum and dad. 

They live in the road behind ours.

Me and Tom like making our own comics,

reading comics, talking about comics,

collecting comics and playing Cowboys.

SCHOOL

Mr Duncan

TOM UNCLE DEREK AUNTIE AG

Learning is
most Do I see a

dirty hand?

M E

Thw ack!

I’d like an ‘orse
but 

ME!

Me and
Archie 

Terrible 
twins!

’Ere, you forgot
me, you horrible

little tykes. 

Oops, and
we 

love cricket!

I might
think 
it was 
the 
best 
house 
… if

Grandma
Albright
didn’t 
live 
with 
us. 
She 

washes 
my 

mouth 
out 
with 
soap
if I 
tell a 

whopper. 
She also
whacks 
me 
with 
her 
hair
brush. 
THE 

BEAST! 

MY BEST 
FOODS 

Suet pudding
with 

runny custard

Semolina with jam

Bread and 
dripping 

Sunday joint 
when we can 
afford it

Gravy, gravy 
gravy!

Hot Bovril

Hot cocoa 

These are MY comic characters, Dumpling and Gravy. 

W ACK O,
M RS D.! 

CHAMPION CHUCKLES!

TOP SECRET

TOM’S 
BEST 
FOOD 
is a 

marrow 
bone 

because 
he’s 

barking 
mad … 
woof, 
woof! 

SWEETS 
Give me m

ore! Sherbet dip
Jelly ba

bies 

(not t
he gre

en one
s)

T o m
says 

I got to
write

that this
don’t

look like
him.

EXCEPT
IT DOES!

LOOK FOR ARCHIE THE STAR COMIC! 

T
H
E
R

E’S
ENOU

G
H

M
A
K

E A CAT

LA
U
G
H

A

NY
OLD

LILY+

Hum bugs

M y firstand lastc
ur
l.
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Dad is very patriotic too. He didnt just throw a slice
of cake at Ethel – he grabbed her banner, whacked
her with it and made her chop it up. 

Baby Billy isn’t at all patriotic. He thought it was a
birthday show just for him. He got so excited he
chewed Old Georgie’s tail!

Dad came back in and told us that if there 

was a war, we all had to do our bit or leave 

home! We cheered and stood to attention …

while Mum played the national anthem. I could

hear Ethel sobbing upstairs. We never did finish

singing “Happy Birthday” to Baby Billy. 

Grandma Albright is very patriotic. She thinks that Great Britain has a duty to sort out the troubles

of the world, even if it means going to war. She picked up her cake and threw it at 

Ethel and her banner. 

It was Baby Billy’s first birthday. We had 
just cut the cake and were about to sing 
“Happy Birthday”.

Then in walks Ethel with a whopping shiner.
She’d been on a peace march to stop Britain
joining the war in Europe.  

Haaaappy  bur day
to
you! 

What war? Some 
warmonge

r 
didn’t like 

I’ll give you a 
second black

eye,  
our Ethel! 

That’s our gran - 
she also sings 
the national 
anthem in 
her bath! 

And she makes
us 

stand to
attention!

More!
Duck! 

Dad made
Baby Billy
a shoe doll
at the
factory.
He’s ever
so good at
them.
Ethel’s still
got six! 
He made
me this
little paper
one to
stick 
in my
scrapbook.
Good old
Dad! 

Mum’s cake had real

butter and

strawberries in it.

RIPPING! 

Don’t you
bring 

your pacifist
nonsense into 
my house. But it’s

not 
our war,

Don’t worry, it 
won’t happen.

My 
boy
!

I can’t believe
she’s 

my daughter.

The government
knows best. We will
fight if we must.

GRA N D M A
W AR 

SISTER 
PEACE 

28TH JULY 
1914

A USTRIA D E
CLARES

WAR ON SERB
IA. 

HAPPY SQUAWK
DAY!

PEACE, NOT 
WAR!

Tom’s 
idea. 
Well ... 
sort 
of.

YES, IT
WAS!

-
T O M

Dad was so ANGRY,Idon’tthink he noticed the neighbours

Call the
cops! They’re busy. 

Tweet,
tweet. 
The 
locals 
are 
at it!

ATTENTIO
N FOR 
THE 
KING!

OUCH!

God save ou
r

HOW
He’s a
right old
swooner
crooner.

AUG
 2

N D 1
914

 

PE
AC
E 
MA
RC
H

IN 
LO

ND
O N NOT 

OUR 
W A R

1ST A UG 1914
GERMANY JOINS AUSTRIA AND D ECLARESW AR ON RUSSIA. 

4TH A UG

1914

G ERMANY 

INV AD ES 

BELGIUM 

Belgium is 
Britain’s ally. Now 
what do we do?

Happy
M unchday

THE BOSSY BOOTS
BRING

YOU THE W AR NEW S

GRAND BIRTHDAY NUMBER l AUGUST THE FINEST
STORY
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