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1's August 1914, You are powerful, wo, and & now challenging
lf-vear-old Tommy Aking, Britain for the robe of top superpower.
living in London. War has just  In Britain, everyone is very enthusiastic
broken out in Europe. The about the war and confident of victory.
Adliez, led by Britain, France You get swepl up in the excilement.
and Russia, are fighting the Many people optimistically predict a
Central Powers, led by Germany, victory by Christmas. Linle do they
You're very proud of vour country. know that because of new weapons and
Britain is the most the powerful nation  tactics the conflict will drag on for four
in ihe world, with an enormous global — vears and will be one of the bloodiest,
empire. Bul recently, Germany's grown  most greesome wars ever fought,
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vien though you're under age, you join

the queue at the local recruiting centre

and iry to enlist with the army. When

"5 your um o be interviewed, the

recruiiing sergeant asks for your age.
“ou tell him and he says “Clear off, son,
You can’t join up unless you're 18 and can’t fight
until you're 19, Come back tomorrow and see if
vou're the mght age.” 50 you retum the next day
and give your age as 19, Then you hold up your
right hand and swear to fight for king and country.
The sergeant winks and hands over your first day’s
wages. You realise that the army is so desperate for
soldeers, 1t"s prepared o bend 115 own rules.

Peaded cap

Siwe 'y

inervihing, Yau
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TAKING THE CATH.
Recruits hanve 1o swoar lovalty
to king amed country:

AsmAienizan
PeriicAs
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CAPS AND HELMETS. At the
start of the war, soldiers waone
poiked caps made of cloth. But
the alamang mamber of deaths
ffrom head wounds led the

Rie authoritses b e Allied soldscrs
with sieel blmaets. From 1915
Hsier boile e Cromman roops had 10 wait entil

i FroiciFe

1916 b et the sume prooction.

UNIFORM AND EQLIPMENT
Brwiish soldiers wear woollen

lbaki uniforms with belis, pacis
and pouches made of 5 sireng
malenal calked wehbing

FIGHTIG FHYSHIUE. You VO COLUINTIRY MEEDS Y6
can’l jous up unlcss vou'Fe af keasl  Lond Kischener s impaossive

5 ool b iches walh 4 chasd miFs imoislaclic aml posting heger are
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Tl‘ﬂining T FRANCE, At

penl @ Tew wigks”
n 5 B T, 0 TG sl
b Te 51.‘11! “] ]r'l.‘-ll.ll TI::EII'I'II:I'IH“ Eos 1 g i AitsE T

depot where you receive your iﬁ%”::‘-;":

kit, then o a training camp frarn thse Feail

to join your batialion, Here

you get your first taste of

army discipling and training.

You sleep in a tent because there aren’t

enough huts, There are shortages of kit

and equipment, and for the first few

days you tramn in your own shoes

and a red jacket dating back to the

Boer War. There's also a shortage of

officers because all the expenenced ones

are in France, fighting. Men have been

brought out of retirement o

fram recruils, {ne gives

out mstructions while
sitting in a Bath chair.
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MEW SKILLS Yom're also tmught
You're gven traaming  hasie ficld shalls, hike
im phyysacal fitness, how ta handle your
how 1o march, weapors safcly, fire
fierst aid and how a gun., Ehrow &

tax defend yoursclf grenade and fight
agiiead @ gas attack.  with a bayonat.
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The trenches R i

This daily eoulisss, They ¢all ol
Wlening Hae'

Handy hint

 develkop &
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with your comemds-

ou g0 "up the line” to the
trenches, The trench at i, B o
the tront 15 the “hire trench’
and behind that are

rows of support and g
reserve irenches
where vou can fall back if under
attack. Bevond the fire trench is
*Bo-mian ‘s-land’, then the CGerman

Comerpie bock
Ao for

trenches. These lines of oppasing ._\-‘;-
trenches stretch all the way from e
the North Sea to Switzerland. You %

quickly leam that life in the trenches
can be both tough and boring. Every
day begins with a "stand-to” an hour
before dawn, when the enemy is most
likely 1o attack: every man has to stand SN Sg-out
on the trench fire step for an hour Support drench
or more, rifle loaded, bayonet fixed.

Reaprve irewch
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GERMAN TRERCHES (k1) arc the
bt docp and lined wath com:rete.
wilh dug~outs |5 m below groussd,
safic firom whell firc,

BOHRIMG DAY'S. When
nol o senlry duly or ¥
diggmg. soldicn reire 1 g - ¥ Weae e v v
I'.l'lflilrﬂuﬂ'\."lh They ?

Al their mdle moments

witing lethiors, playang BUSY NIGHTS, Tronches are often

cards of sInging songs, busicst at night, when soldiers can't
b spotted by the snemy. Trenches are
repaured and e sonk owd Nl no-man s-
lanad o colboct the diead and woommided
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