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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
Ponds and rivers come to life in the spring when the
weather worms up. They are wonderful places o sic and
watch wildlife — but never go too close to the warter’s edge
and always stay with an adule. Use this guide to...

...read about the world of ponds and rivers and discover
what is so amazing about them.

.owake ourside with you 1o see what you can find
and idenufy. then tick off the things gow see. &

have fun playing with the stickers on the fold-out
pond-and-river play scene ax the back.




Easy to spot

Most of these plants and animals are casiest
o spot in the spring or summer.
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Tick them off as you find them.




Life cycle of a frog . 7 - Waterbirds
'~ W / o - . LTl g o
See how a frog changes as it grows from

an eqq into an adule. This process of changing
srares is called metamorphosis.

Look at the feer and beaks of warterbirds. Many
have skin bevween their toes to help them swim, and
their beaks are often flat to help sift the water for food.

Coons { Swans | Maoorhens
These black birds | Swans are one of the largest They look hike coots, |
have large, grey feer. | of all warerbirds. Their 0 e they are slightly
The males use them | grey chicks ane | smalber and hove

for fighting. called cygness. | red beaks.

1.A female frog
longs 1t egep
B WOReT,

5. The tul . 2. Eech egg hos
shortens and I]{‘( }M _'i'-'"EI around it
then disappears. EGGTO to Protect it
FROG

4. Each tadpole — 3. After two weeks,
gromws back legs, the cgep turn
then front legs, into tadpoles,

Tufted ducks ..
If @ duck has gellow
eyes and a feathery |
todt, a8 i Dikely
o be one |
of these! |

Mandarins

These colouri] ducks
came from China.
The male 15 much
bri.gll.trr ﬂm 11

the female,

Great crested grebes
Warch these birds dive for
food, then s where ﬂ“:H

ane going (o reappear.
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