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Jan van Byck

Eye for detail
1395-1441 Van Eyck loved detail,
and his paintings often
e feature beautiful pattems,
Van Eyck was one of the first artists in bl
northern Europe to achieve great success alabinritis ankito b oy
painting with oils. His paintings combine Although many of his
lifelike portraits with glowing light, convincing paintings depict Biblical
textures and realistic, detailed landscapes. stories, he based the settings
closely on the cities and
Posrt of A Min landscapes of the area of
(thought to be a self portrait) the Netherlands where
he lived.

Jan van Eyck was bormn in the city of Maaseik (in what is now
Belgium) in 1395. Little is known about his eary life, but by his
205, he was already a hugely successful painter. At this time, oil
paints were fairly new, and van Eyck was so good with them that
some later experts thought he had invented them. This wasn't
true, but he was one of the first to demonstrate the amazing ' 5
effects that oil painting could achieve. i WiRcN ase Chio wird Cramcerion Rouw

ol Because of van Eyck’s talent, he was in demand by rich and g This paintingwaspaidforbyarichchurchmannamedRolin, shownonthe
- Some experts think Janhada  left.Oppositearebaby Jesus and hismother, theVirginMary. Althoughit

T' S - of the POWerful clients. At the age of 31, he went to work for the Duke pisitmids
is a photograp E B by in the et of Br But Evek e Bumd 6 brother, Hubert, and a sister,  looks as if Rolin is in the same room, the other figures are supposed
city of Bruges, wherevan  ©F BUrgUNdy in the city of Bruges. bul van Eyck also found time Margaret, who were artists to0. to be in a heavenly scene in his imagination, as he prays to them.

Eyck lived and worked for  to paint for other well-to-do art-lovers, from rich merchants who
TNty years. wanted portraits of themselves, to powerful churchmen who paid The man in the red hat
Although many paintings by van Eyck survive, not much

for huge religious paintings.

is known about him as a person. He only left behind one
portrait (opposite) that most experts believe to be a picture
of himself, but it's possible he painted himself into other
pictures. In the painting above, the tiny figure in the middle
141 wearing a red hat may represent van Eyck.

Jan wan Eyde dies.
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1426-1432
Duaringg this parhod, Jan weoks
rphugger e Syt pantrg s
A chunch I thae SRy of Ghant,

i et B i Bakgiuam

-
Arourd 1395
Ler van Fyck o bom e
ity of Wasisik

1435
When the Duke of Bavania
dies, Jan goss To work
for Duke Philip the Good
of Burgundy.
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Jar maves tothe Gy
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Michelangelo

Micia.anGa.0 Buosarsom
1475-1564

helangelo was an astonishingly talented man.
well as being one of the greatest sculptors of all
time, he was also an amazingly gifted painter, architect,
Posmarof Micewczo — and poet. But even his friends complained that he was
grumpy, smelly, and hated being around other people.

Do

This s Michelangelo’s most . _ _
famous work, anude statue Michelangelo was born in a small village

oftheBiblecharacterDavid. Near Florence, in whit is now lall e st
as an apprentice painter at 13 years old, but
soon switched to sculpture. By the age of Z1),
: he had carved a statue in an ancient Roman
o style that looked so convincing it was sold

3 as a genuine antique,

Wt st e aamt beweny s s0Orspread,
apeescnae flsoeneifocdfitiak affied |basked
bives cisoafrtatue fotnadast alikshapiy
Ehapedfiverbb fietiaidhefmited Dok,
Bavish geaculrdbefol thed Elty o fadopeed
echsptheadri nasstodir mascot.,

Michelangelomadethissketchwhenhewa
statue. David holds a shing in his raised ha
David used this to kill a giant named Goli

Warch 6, 1475 1450-97 1494-5
Michelsngelasbomintbevilage Heshafieisculptureat FeCarves aRoman-
of Caprese, near Florence, anacadermyfrdidby oyl SCupure S0
e animportantnoltican, Ooreincinginsoid
1488 | orend die Medici & b Bnligue,
He starts wordng in Flrence

& N apprentice painter,

Tree Hour Famucy
Thispaintingshowsthebaby
Jesuswithhismather Mary
and his father Joseph.

Michelangeloadded Jesus’s
cousin, 5t. John, further
back, and a row of nude
malefiguresbehindtheholy
family. Thesewereinspired
by ancient Roman statues,

Michelangelowasfascinated
In demand by how the human body

By now, Michelangelo had lots of wealthy art-lovers in Florence mﬁﬁfﬂ;ﬂ;;

and Rome willing to pay for his work, so he divided his time 701, gisapproved.
between these two great talian cities, and between sculpture
and painting. By 1503, Michelangelo’s talent had been noted f
by the Pope, and he was called to Rome to work for him,
perhaps the most prestigious position for an artist then,

»
February 18,
1564

Ha dies in Rome
&l the age of B
\3“\ 1530
150 He puaints The Last Judgementon the
He firishes = end wall of the Sistine Chapal
candng Davig \"‘__"'\__',"“\.f
i a vast block 1508-1512 1546

of markle,  He paints the geiling of the He & appoinked as
Sstine Chape in Romme, architect for 5. Peter's
Basilica in Rome.
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Jan Vermeer

Jorews Revvaersz Vermeen
1632-1675

Vermeer is now one of the most famous artists in
the world. But he was not a great success in his own
lifetime. His detailed, delicate paintings of domestic life
didn't come to fame until 200 years after his death.

Vermeer was bom in the city of Delft in the Netherlands,

, and lived there all his life. At the age of 20, he took over his
This figure from one of therehiid kit b : d
Vermeer'spaintingsmaybe ather’s business as an art dealer, a ame an artist at aroun
meant as a seff portrait.  the same time. His studio was in a room at the front of his house,
If so, it's the only portrait  on the second floor. He shut himself up there to paint, setting up
of Vermeer that SUnvives. |a0c of nrops and assistants in costume to create detailed scenes,
and then copying them very carefully.

View or Detrr

Wermeer only painted a very few
outdoor scenes. This one shows his
homecitywhichbyVermeer'stimehad

TS becomefamousiormakingandaparting
H decorative blue and white china.

1632 & s
Jan Viermaes is bom in the ity
of Dielfe, i Ehe Metheslands.

1652
His fatherdies. Jan takes over ths
Family basiness & an ant dealer,

H‘-H"".\-...f

1653

Hebeoomesamemberofthetuld

of 5t Luke which means be snow
& prodesshonal painter.

40 !%ﬁl .

Tee Asmer’s Sruoio

Inthis paintingVermeer maybe hinting
at how he worked. He shows an artist
atan easel, painting a costumed figure
surrounded by props. But this scene
may be misleading.

<=f"<'< v _

SomeaxpertsthinkMermesnsedanaarky
ypeofcamerscalledacameraobscurs,
whensketchinghisscenesHewouldhave
sat in a darkened cubicle at the end of
his studio. Light from the scene passed
through a small hole onto the canvas,
where it cast an upside-down image.

Troubled times

Vermeer never made much from his art, or from his art dealing r”"
business. He seems to have been reluctant to part with his paintings, r 1675
Wermeer died, poatibly
but he alsolived at a difficult time for artists. Religious disputes, wars, of aseizure evught e
plagues and other disasters - including an explosion that destroyed | 27"
much of Delft-all made it hard for painters to find people with spare

money to spend on art. When Vermeer died, at the age of just 43, 5”'15",,5"“'
it may have been money worries that brought on his final illness. Vermaer Borrows
maney in
Amatendam,
1654
A Bty 1662
Dl 12" e sstiermes thehesd of theCadet L.
Much of the 2.ty thak local painters respect bls work
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