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SHAKESPEARE is the world’s greatest playwright, a man whose influence is still 
powerfully felt today. Very little is known about the Bard's life, but we do know
he was born in 1564 in the small Warwickshire town of Stratford-upon-Avon, 
before becoming an actor in London and writing his first play at around the 
age of 25. He died in 1616, aged 52, leaving a legacy of 38 plays, 154 sonnets 
and 2 longer poems, and his works are as highly regarded today as they 
were when they were first performed. As Ben Jonson said in the preface to 
Shakespeare’s First Folio of plays, “He was not of an age, but for all time!”
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Many of Shakespeare’s plays would have been performed in the 
afternoon on open-air stages at theatres like The Rose or 

The Globe. As there was very little scenery, sound effects would 
have been used to set the scene. All the actors would have 

been men, with female parts played by young boys. 

Shakespeare was born in this large 
half-timbered house on Henley Street 

in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564. His father,
 John, was a glove-maker and the house 
also served as his workshop. His mother, 

Mary, was the daughter of a wealthy 
gentleman-farmer. Shakespeare was 
the third of eight children and John 
and Mary's first son. He lived here 
until his mid-twenties, spending all 

his childhood and the first five 
years of married life with Anne 

Hathaway in his family's home. 

S h a k e s p e a r e
Shakespeare’s mother, Mary 
Arden, grew up in this delightful 
farmhouse in Wilmcote and
the young William would have 
come to visit his grandparents 
here in the 1570s. Today it is 
preserved as a working Tudor 
farm, and it is possible to 
see many crafts and skills 
from Shakespeare’s day, 
including threshing 
and bread-making. 

Shakespeare came from Henley 
Street to court Anne Hathaway 

at her family’s beautiful thatched 
farmhouse in Shottery. The rooms 

are filled with furniture from
Anne’s day, including the carved 
oak Hathaway bed. The beautiful 
cottage garden and orchard add 
to the house’s romantic charm. 

Shakespeare married Anne in 
1582, when he was eighteen 

and she was twenty-six.

Shakespeare bought New Place, 
then the second biggest house in 

Stratford-upon-Avon, in 1597 when 
he had established himself as a 

famous playwright. He lived in his 
new family home when he was not

in London until his death in 1616, and 
is believed to have written some of 

his late plays, like The Tempest, here. 
The brick building was pulled down 
in the 18th century and today only 

the foundations remain. A beautiful 
Tudor knot garden, with the traditional 
formal arrangement of box hedges, 
flowers and herbs, stands on the site.

 

The RSC is one of the most famous classical 
theatre companies in the world. Based in 

Stratford-upon-Avon, it was officially 
established in 1961 (although Shakespeare's

plays had been regularly performed in 
Stratford since 1875) and aims to bring 

Shakespeare to life for audiences of
all ages. Its critically acclaimed 

productions are staged in the 
Swan or Royal Shakespeare 

theatres and also 
tour around the 

country and 
the world.

Built in 1599 by the Lord Chamberlain's 
Men (Shakespeare’s theatre company), 
the Globe flourished for fourteen 
years. It was where some of 
Shakespeare’s plays were first 
performed and it is highly 
likely that he would have also 
acted on its stage. Completely 
destroyed by fire in 1613, when
a spark from a stage cannon 
ignited the thatch roof, the 
“wooden O” was reconstructed 
in 1997 using historical sources.
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