
 

 
       ________________________________ 
 
 

Opening extract from 
The Edge of the Cloud  

 
Written by 

K.M. Peyton  
 

Published by 
Oxford University Press 

 
All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator 

 
 Please print off and read at your leisure. 

   
  
  
 



The edge of The Cloud

1912

Christina and Will have run away together, leaving the tense  
atmosphere of flambards behind. Will is determined to fly one of 
the new aeroplanes that are all the rage now, in the early years 
of the twentieth century. Meanwhile, Christina finds that people 
frown on a young girl working for a living. 

Just as Christina starts to enjoy the long summer evenings at 
the airfield with Will, the tensions building in europe cast an 
ominous shadow over their future together . . .

This is the second book in the Flambards series, which is set before, 
during, and after World War One. 

Kathleen Peyton grew up in the London suburbs and always 
longed to live in the country and have a horse. Although she 
wrote stories for her own entertainment and had her first book 
published when she was fifteen, she always wanted to be a painter, 
and when she left school went to Kingston Art School and later, 
when her family moved, to Manchester Art School. Here she met 
her husband, Michael, a graphics artist and cartoonist. They have 
worked together all their lives, choosing to live in Essex in order 
to be near good sailing, and to London. They have two daughters. 

And since she has made some money from publishing her books, 
Kathleen has always had a horse, or several. 
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