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; "" a game to grow your own flower online
% watch time-lapse movies of seeds growing and flowers opening
discover the secret lives of flowers ;

take an animated tour through the life cycle of a plant

find out which flowers grow near your home

¥ explore online flower identification guides
*
% dissect a virtual flower

For links to these sites, go to the Usborne Quicklinks Website at

wiww. usborne-quicklinks.com and enter the keywords “naturetrail wild Floswsers®.

When using the Internet, please bollow the Internet safety guidelines shown on the Usborne

Chuicklinks Website, The links at Usborne Cheicklinks are :r-e':-guln:rlg..- reviewed and updated,
st Ushorne IﬁJhIishing is not responsible and does not accept liabality for the content on any
webhsibe other than its own, 'We recommend that children are r.L'.Prr-.-'ls.cd while on the Internet.
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LOOKING AT FLOWERS

Here are some of the P].il!ﬂi
where w:ii-:t {'lnwgri grow.

Rose bay willowherk g rows
at the side of r:l!w::ll 8.

White campion can be
found in hedgerows.

Flowers in the wild

With their flimsy petals and delicate stalks,
wild flowers like poppies and daisies may seem
rather fragile. As a group of plants, though,
they are really very tough. There have been
flowering plants on Earth for over 145 million
years, which makes flowers some of the best
survivors on the planet. They can grow almost
anywhere: from the hottest deserts to the
coldest mountains and the dirtiest cities.

Originally, all flowers were wild; they
just grew wherever they could. But, over
time, people began to realize how useful
flowers were, so they started growing them
on purpose — for their looks, smell, taste, and
to use as medicines. All the flowers people
grow today have wild ancestors.
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Looking for wild flowers

You're likely to see the widest variety of wild
flowers in grassy, natural areas, but once you
start looking, you may be surprised where
they spring up. Most flowers need certain
conditions to grow well. A plant’s home, or
habitat, provides all the things it needs to
survive. Some flowers can grow almost
anywhere. Others are fussier, so you'll

only find them in certain places.

Watercress Shap]-ue rd's
usually grows o purse will grow
in fast-fHlowing, pretty much
I:hilky streams. i]-ﬁ':l'“'lit'r\-ﬂ_

In the wild, flowers live and die at their own
pace, and make seeds so new flowers can grow.

. Ifyou pick them, though, there'll be fewer seeds,
& .' . the.n fewer flowers — and some may disappear
tugethe:r S0 look, but don’t pick, and there’ll

s be wild flowers for everyone to enjoy.

LOOKING AT FLOWERS

Yellow :rl:h:.n Ezl iz

common in woods,

Sand dunes and cliffs
are the best icm. fo
look for ut-u:n-a-r."ruF.

Clum ps of sea kale grow
on pebbly beaches.

Common butterwort can
be found on mountains.




LODKING AT FLOWERS

*SPOTTING TIP*

The best time to
spol poppy P]:H.I.'lti
Fl'nwing buds is in
ate spritlg.ncir
flowers open in
summer, and then
turn into fruit

in early autumn.

Bud

1. A PopPY I:].:.nt. grows FI"E‘I-E]
a seed, Buds form, with

flowers curled up inside.

Stigma

Dvary

4. The pistil is made of two
paris: a sticky stigma on
top and an ovary beneath.

How a flower grows

A tlower goes through several very different
stages during its life. You might see young
undeveloped flowers, curled up inside a bud, or
others which have stopped flowering and turned

into fruits and seeds.

Here you can see the life story of a poppy. All

flowers (well, almost all) develop in a similar way.

2. Leal-like 55:::1: protect the 3. Inside the Fshls are male

delicate 'FEt.i.'.i, "[']1::1- begin

to open 25 the flower grows.

Anther

N

5. Pod-like anthers on the
tips of the stamens make a
powder, called Fu]'.lu fl.

and female pa ris -t:.].lu:]. ’l.l'n:
stamens and pistil.

e

6. A bee visits the POPPY to

feed, Pollen sticks to the bee,
who takes it to another pOPpY-

T]"Iii Ei-hl i".i- i.l"l e Pﬂ"!n l'i:'ﬂh:.\-. Ls "'I.] | l.'::"l'l.'!iﬂﬁ

7. The pollen rubs off onto 8. Pollen has tiny bits inside, 9. Inside the pistil, the
a pﬂ'pp‘:.“i ﬁti%ml- Tubes grow which travel down the tubes ovules start turning into
from the ]ml en down Lo B inte the ovules, The stamens seeds. The P’i‘ti'! swells,
like ovules inside the ovary. and petals wilt and drop off. and is now called a Fruit.

10. The fruit ripens and

its wall dries up. When the

wind blows, the seeds are shaken
out of holes, like pepper froma pot.

To make seeds, these .4
H}ig.i must have pollen i
rom other poppies.
Pollen from any of .;-‘"‘ &
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