
 

 
       ________________________________ 
 
 

Opening extract from 
Klaus Vogel and the Bad Lads 

 
Written by 

David Almond 
Illustrated by 

Vladimir Stankovic 
 

Published by 
Barrington Stoke Ltd 

All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator 

 
 Please print off and read at your leisure. 

   
  
  
 



Published in 2014 in Great Britain by 
Barrington Stoke Ltd 

18 Walker Street, Edinburgh, EH3 7LP

www.barringtonstoke.co.uk

This edition adapted by Barrington Stoke Ltd 
Published by arrangement with 

Walker Books Ltd., London SE11 5HJ

Originally published in Free? compiled by 
Amnesty International UK.

Text © 2009 David Almond (UK) Ltd 
Illustrations © 2014 Vladimir Stankovic

The moral right of David Almond and Vladimir Stankovic to 
be identified as the author and illustrator of this work has 

been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act, 1988

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced in whole or in any part in any form without the 

written permission of the publisher

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available 
from the British Library upon request

ISBN: 978-1-78112-269-3

Printed in China by Leo

Contents

Chapter 1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

Chapter 2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Chapter 3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

Chapter 4. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22

Chapter 5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28

Chapter 6. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38

Chapter 7. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

For Southlands School



1

We’d been together for years.

We called ourselves the Bad Lads, but it was 

just a joke.  We were mischief-makers, pests 

and scamps.  We never caused proper trouble – 

at least, not till that autumn.  Round about the 

time we were turning 13.  Round about the time 

Klaus Vogel came.

The Bad Lad regulars were me, Tonto 

McKenna from Stivvey Court, Dan Digby, and 



2 3

the Spark twins Fred and Frank.  We all came 

from Felling and we all went to St John’s.  Then 

there was Joe Gillespie.  He was a year or so 

older than the rest of us, and he kept himself 

a bit apart, but he was the leader, and he was 

great.

Joe’s hair was long and curled over his 

collar.  He wore faded Levi’s, Chelsea boots, Ben 

Sherman shirts.  He had a girlfriend, Teresa 

Doyle.  He used to walk hand in hand with her 

in Holly Hill Park.  I used to dream about being 

just like Joe.  I’d flick my hair back with my 

hand, wink at girls, put my arm around one of 

the lads after a specially good stunt.  “We done 

really good, didn’t we?” I’d say.  “We’re really 

bad, aren’t we?  Ha ha ha!”

All of us, not just me, wanted to be a bit like 

Joe in those days.
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